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Abstract

This research aimed to study 1) basic personal, economic and social
conditions of farmers, 2) attitude and incentive for rice production according to good
agricultural practice (GAP) standard, 3) knowledge and practice in rice production
according to GAP standard, and 4) problem and suggestion for rice production
according to GAP standard.

The population was the farmers who registered with the Department of
Agricultural Extension in Muang District, Maha Sarakham Province of the year
2019/2020 with a total of 18,007 farmers. The sample size was determined by
Yamane's formula with an error of 5 percent, 391 samples were selected by simple
random sampling method. Data were analyzed to calculate frequency distribution,
percentage, minimum and maximum values, mean, and standard deviation.

The results showed that 1) more than half of the farmers were female with
an average age of 53.94 years and most of them finished primary education. The
main occupation was rice farming and supplemenatry occupation was general labor.
The averages of household and family members were 4.26 and 2.60 persons. They
had an average 11.79 rai (1 rai = 1,600 square meters) of their own farm land with an
average rental area of 12.20 rai. The amount of 79.3 percent of them had debts,
averages of farm and non-farm debt were 91,634.45 baht and 183,075.38 baht; 77
percent of them had loans with 65.8 percent from village fund and 58.5 percent from
Bank of Agriculture and Agricutural Cooperatives. The average annual farm and
non-farm incomes were 82,304.35 baht and 74,671.61 baht. 2) The attitude towards
rice production according to the GAP standard: the highest level was environmental
conservation; high level were good health, increasing income, low cost, certain
market, and non-complicate working steps. The highest incentive for participation
was the support of government. 3) The farmers had knowledge of GAP at least 80
percent of all aspect. Recording the activity was lower frequent than other aspects.
4) The highest level of problem was high price of production inputs, while lack of
fund and machinery, non-standardized rice mill, and disaster were indicated at a high
level. They recommended that the government should support the establishment of
community rice mill and should hire an outsource to prepare documents for farmers to
be certified rice production to meet the GAP standard.

Keywords: Quality rice production, Good Agricultural Practice Standard
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