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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) social and economic
conditions of cassava production farmers in Nongkhai province 2) knowledge about
cassava production of farmers 3) cassava production conditions of farmers 4) learning
extension regarding cassava production of farmers 5) problems and suggestions in the
learning extension of cassava production of farmers.

The population of this study was 2,336 cassava production farmers who had
registered as farmers with Nongkhai province (in 2020/21). The sample size of 147 was
determined by using Taro Yamane formula. Data were collected by conducting interview
and were analyzed by using descriptive statistics such as frequency, percentage, minimum
value, maximum value, mean, and standard deviation.

The results of the research found out that 1) most of the farmers were female
with the average age of 50.67 years old and completed primary school education. Their
average experience in cassava production was 8.09 years, the average agricultural labor in
the household was 2.45 people, the average cassava production area was 10.15 Rai, the
average product cost was 5,051.02 Baht/Rai, the average productivity was 4.34 ton/Rai,
the average product selling price was 2.17 Baht/kilogram, and the average income from
cassava production selling was 91,78 7.07 Baht/year. 2) Farmers had knowledge in
cassava production at the high level. Most of the farmers had received the knowledge
from farmer’ friends, relatives, and agricultural officers. 3) Farmers grew cassava that
yield high productivity, kept the seedinglings for their personal use, grew the cassava
during the start of rainy season, utilized labors in the household, used natural rain water,
harvested the cassava when the age was 12 months, and sold the fresh products at the
private selling place, and transported products by themselves. 4) Farmers received the
learning extension at the low level. They wanted to receive the learning extension through
knowledge training method at the highest level. Second to that was through visitation
from agricultural officers and field trips. The content they wanted to learn were the
production method and appropriate distance for production, area preparation for soil
analysis, and cassava seedling selection that suitable for the area. 5) Farmers faced with
the problems at the high level from the inconsistent transfer of knowledge in the form of
training and lack of learning from agricultural officers and field trips. They suggested the
extension guidelines to include the promotion of learning through knowledge transfer
training, field trips, practice in the demonstration/learning crop by emphasizing on
farmer-centered approach; the learning content determination that focused on real life
adoption and needs of the farmers as well as the knowledge content adaptation about the
utilization of new and up-to-date technology and rearranged the content from easy to
more complex topics for a better understanding of the subjects.

Keywords: Extension guideline, Learning, Cassava production
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