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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) personal, social and
economic conditions of the farmers 2) the production of banana cultivar "Hom
Thong” by the members of the collaborative farms. 3) the farmers’ problem and
suggestion about the production of banana cultivar "Hom Thong” 4) extension
requirements and guidelines for the production of banana cultivar “Hom Thong” by
the members of the collaborative farms.

The population of this research was the 144 banana growers (cultivar
“Hom Thong”) who participated in the collaborative farming project in Chaiyaphum
Province. The sample size of 105 farmers was determined by using Taro Yamane formula
with the error value of 0.05 and simple random sampling method. Data were collected by
using interview questions and were analyzed by using statistics i.e. frequency distribution,
percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard deviation, Pearson
Correlation, t-test, ranking and content analysis.

The results showed that 1) 52.4% of the farmers were female with the
average age of 55.51 years and finished primary education. The average number of
household labors was 2.10 persons. They obtained information from agricultural
extension officers. 2) The number of years of experience in banana production
(cultivar “Hom Thong”) was 2.95 years. The average farm size and yield were 2.98
rai and 3,651.33 kg/rai, respectively. The average production cost and income were
29,174.85 and 69,862.05 baht/rai, respectively. Most of them grew banana cultivar
“Hom Thong” in compliance with the standards. Factors related to the farmers’
practice were age, experience and production cost. The farmers voluntarily
participated and practiced according to the collaborative farming extension. 3)
Planting and care: the farmers’ problems were farm layout for quality product, post
harvest management, packaging and transportation at contamination risk and the
recording of production data. The problems about practice in compliance with
collaborative farming extension were the farmers’ development to be smart farmers
and to be certified for good agricultural practice standards. 4) The farmers required
more extension in the production and care to get qualified products, value added
product and marketing from the government. The extension methods required were
manuals, video tapes and internet media as well as practice and demonstration. The
extension guidelines were as follows: the government agency was the host and
integrated with other sectors, the government agency should support knowledge and
appropriate input factors, the government agency should provide sources of fund and
links to the markets.

Keywords: Extension Guidelines, Banana cultivar “Hom Thong”, Collaborative Farm
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