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Abstract

This cross-sectional survey study aimed to (1) explore population characteristics,
knowledge, perceptions, and motivations; (2) determine levels of people’s participation;
and (3) examine the relationship between population characteristics, knowledge,
perceptions, and motivations and people’s participation, all related to the Local Health
Security Fund Operation in Wang Krachae sub-district, Mueang Trat district, Trat province.

The study involved a sample of 345 residents randomly selected from
Wang Krachae’s 16,746 people aged 18-60 years. Data were collected using a questionnaire
on people’s characteristics, knowledge, perceptions, motivations, and participation in
the Local Health Security Fund Operation. The questionnaire’s cognitive confidence
KR-20 was 0.72 and Cronbach’s alpha coeftficients were 0.87, 0.86 and 0.95 respectively.
The statistics employed in this study were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
Chi-square test and Fisher’s exact test.

The results showed that, among all respondents: (1) 58.0% of them were
women with a median age of 38.85 years; 49.60% were married, 30.1% graduated
with a bachelor’s degree; 29.9% were traders or had private businesses; and 77.4%
had no social roles; they had a high level of knowledge about the Fund operation,
a moderate level of perceptions about the Fund, and also a moderate level of motivations
for the Fund operation; (2) the overall level of participation in the Fund operation was
moderate; and (3) the population characteristics such as gender, age, status and education
were not related to people’s participation in the Fund operation; nevertheless, occupation
and social roles were significantly related to people’s participation in the Fund operation;
their knowledge of Fund operation, perceptions about the Fund and the motivations
for the Fund operation were also significantly related to people’s participation in the
Fund operation.

Keywords: Participation, Perceptions, Knowledge, Motivations, Local Health Security Fund
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