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Thesis title:  The Strength of the Klongtakean Community at Klongtakean Sub-District of Phra Nakhon Si
Ayutthaya District in PhraNakhon Si Ayutthaya Province in the Period B.E. 2504-2555

Researcher: Miss Waritha Tongthai; ID:2541000341; Degree:Master of Arts ; (Thai Studies)
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Academic year: 2014

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study ( 1) the history of KhlongTakhian Community,
KhlongTakhian Sub-District, PhraNakhon Si Ayutthaya District, Ayutthaya Province;(2) the way of life of
ethnic groups in the community; and (3) approaches to strengthening the community.

This was a qualitative study based on documentary research, books, a review of related literature
and data collected from 35 key informants, consisting of 5 government officials, 10 community
leaders/religious leaders, and 20 residents of KhlongTakhian Community. The data collection tool was an
interview form. The data were analyzed, interpreted, compiled and presented through descriptive analysis.

The results showed that ( 1) KhlongTakhian Community, in KhlongTakhian Sub-District,
PhraNakhon Si Ayutthaya District, Ayutthaya Province, is an old community that is presumed to date back to
the Ayutthaya Kingdom Era (1350-1767). It was originally settled by Muslim traders from the Malaysian
Peninsula. At present both Muslim and Buddhist Thais inhabit the community in peace. (2) Malay/Indian,
Chinese, Yuan, Mon, and Lao ethnic groups live in the community and each group has a different way of life
with different beliefs, culture and traditions. (3) Approaches to strengthening the community must take into
consideration both internal and external factors. The internal factors are education, promotion of cultural
diversity, and widespread dissemination of news and information. The external factor is building cooperation
between people in the community and government agencies. These approaches will play a part in enabling
people in the community to live together peacefully and happily, ultimately leading to greater community
strength.

Keywords: KhlongTakhian Community, Community strength
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