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Abstract

This research aimed to survey the way of family life among the Pga K’nyau (Karen) ethnic
group in Baan Padengtai, Padeng Subdistrict, Kaeng Krachan District, Phetchaburi Province.

This study is qualitative research. The population was Karen ethnic group families in Baan
Padengtai, 10 families purposive sampling. There were three types of families: Three families with a head of
the family aged 21-39 years old, three families with a head of the family aged 40-59 years old and four families
with a head of the family aged 60 years or older. The research instrument was in-depth interviews, which
divided into two parts. 1) general family information and 2) family way of life. Analysis of the information
was descriptive and content analysis.

The results of this research show that the Karen ethnic families have 1) general family
information: lack of education, farming laborers, married, a large number of children, Christian religion, an
average income of 6,800 and 2) family way of life information: a nuclear family, patriarchy, matrilocality,
endogamy, modern-style homes, natural surroundings, a significant event that caused crisis with potential to
cause family failure, a man as main income provider, low income and high expenses, small savings and large
debt, unintentional familial relationships, lack of intentionality in family leisure time, parents pushing self-
reliance on their children at a young age, compromising parents, strict religious beliefs, respect for leaders, no
demands of others, no disagreements, ready to volunteer and generosity towards community efforts. In other
words, the way of life among Karen ethnic families is a mix of tradition and modernisation. The traditional
way of life is a simple way of life. The modern way of life involves development in society and increased

technology. When in the midst of this dual way of life, a family’s ability to adapt is most important.

Keywords: The family way of life, The Pga K’nyau (Karen) ethnic group, Baan Padengtai
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