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Abstract

The objective of this research is to study (1) the arrival of the
Christian religion in Nonprasert community, Ubon Ratchathani Province,
(2) the approach used by Christianity in the Nonprasert community, Ubon
Ratchathani, and (3) the economic, social, and cultural characteristics of
the Nonprasert community, Ubon Ratchathani, subsequent to the arrival of
Christianity.

This research is qualitative research. The samples used in this study
were people residing in the Nonprasert community, Palan Sub-District,
Nathan District, Ubon Ratchathani Province. This involves selecting a
specific group, including 5 religious leaders and 15 people residing in the
Nonprasert community. The instruments used for the research were the
unstructured interviews, participatory and non-participatory observation.
Data were analyzed using descriptive analysis.

The results of the study showed: (1) the arrival of Christianity in
the Nonprasert community, Ubon Ratchathani Province, was initiated
under the leadership of Rev. Dr. Chansamone Saiyasak who first spread
Christianity to his kinship and then extended to the people in the village;
(2) the major approach used in the implementation of the Christian work
in the Nonprasert community, Ubon Ratchathani Province, was the laying
of the educational, economic and social foundations as well as the
preserving of traditional culture of the community in conjunction with
Christianity; (3) after the coming of Christianity, the Nonpasert
community experienced transformation with regard to its economy,
society and culture. Economically, the people assumed new profession in
the community such as teachers, merchants, and volunteers, etc. Socially,
the emphasis was placed on strengthening the community by stressing the
value of education and supporting the children in the community to further
their study within the country as well as in a foreign country. Culturally,
the community adhered to the Christian religion, observing Christianity's
strict religious teaching along with preserving the Isan's local culture,
Keywords: Protestant Christianity, Nonprasert community
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