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Thesis title: PARENTAL PARTICIPATION IN ORGANIZING EDUCATION FOR
MENTALLY HANDICAPPED STUDENTS AT SONGKHLAPHATTHANAPANYA
SCHOOL IN SONGKHLA PROVINCE

Researcher: Miss Nattawadee Chusri; Degree: Master of Education (Nonformal
Education); Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Sasikarn Tawisuwan, Associate Professor;

(2) Dr. Suttiwan Tuntirojanawong, Associate Professor; (3) Dr. Weerachat Soopunyo,
Assistant Professor; Academic year: 2005

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to (1) study the participation level of parents
in organizing education for mentally handicapped students at Songkhlaphatthanapanya
School in Songkhla province classified by gender, age, educational level, occupation, and
family income; and (2) study problems and recommendations concerning parental
participation in organizing education for mentally handicapped students at
Songkhlaphatthanapanya School.

The research population consisted of 230 parents of mentally handicapped
students of Songkhlaphatthanapanya School in the 2004 academic year. The employed
research instrument was a rating scale questionnaire developed by the researcher with
reliability of .98. Employed statistics for data analysis were the percentage, mean, and
standard deviation.

Research findings were as follows : (1) The overall participation level of parents
in organizing education for mentally handicapped students at Songkhlaphatthanapanya school
in Songkhla province was at the moderate level, that is, at the information sharing and
collaboration levels. When parental participation was considered according to parents’
gender, age, educational level, occupation, and income, it was found that parents of both
genders had overall participation at the moderate level, that is, at the information sharing and
collaboration levels. Regarding age, it was found that parents with the age range between 45-
59 years had participation rating mean higher than counterpart means of those with other age
ranges. Parents with primary and secondary educational levels had participation level in
organizing education for mentally handicapped students higher rating means than those in
other educational level groups. Parents who were government officials or state enterprise
employees had higher participation level than those of parents with other occupation
categories. Also, parents whose incomes were in the 10,000-50,000 baht, and 100,000-
150,000 baht ranges had higher participation level than those of parents whose incomes were
in other ranges. (2) Regarding problems, it was found that the majority of parents had
problems on receiving educational services, and provision of unclear information on the part
of the school personnel. They recommended for having some staff members responsible for
providing advices and information. There were also problems on insufficient cares for
cleanliness and living conditions of students. The recommendation on this matter was for
provision of supervising teachers in appropriate ratios to take care of students. Other
problems were those concerning improper treatment of those who came to contact with the
school and improper uses of words for and treatment of students, problems on admission of
students and students potencial evaluation and public relations on student admission. The
recommendations on those matters were for having public relations via various media and
putting emphasis on careful consideration of details for student admission.

Keywords: Parental participation, Organizing education, Mentally handicapped students
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