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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were (1) to study the management of the
Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University Journal in terms of policy, objectives,
budget, publishing and dissemination; and (2) to analyze the journal in terms of the
authors, contents, types of articles and references.

The research examined the Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University
Journal from 1998 to 2008, which comprised 55 journals and 651 articles. Information
recording and interviewing forms were used as research tools. Quantitative data was
analyzed using frequency and percentage.

The results showed that: (1) the Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University
Journal had policies related to types of articles and evaluating the quality of articles
before publishing; the main purposes were publishing the academic work of faculty
members and experts, the dissemination of knowledge, and academic and professional
advancement. The organization committee comprised the STOU Journal board, editor,
editorial board and manager; the journal’s budget came from the university. The journal
was disseminated in printed form. (2) Most articles were written by one author
(91.40%), authors had master’s degrees (47.64%), were instructors in higher education
institutions (66.90%) and were affiliated with STOU (50.63%). Most articles were
either academic articles (79.21%) or research articles (18.11%); in the field of social
sciences (65.75%) with a sub-topic of distance education (10.29%); the articles
referenced mostly books (52.65%) and journals (14.23%).

Keywords: SukhothaiThammathirat Open University Journal, Content analysis, Journal
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