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Independent Study title: Factors Associated with Participation in Village Health
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Abstract

The objectives of this survey research were to study: (1) personal
characteristics, knowledge about village health management (VHM) implementation,
social support and community relationship; (2) participation in VHM implimentation
in Chainat province; (3) association between factors of personal characteristics, knowledge,
social support, community relationship and the participation in VHM implementation
in Chainat province; and (4) problems, obstacles and suggestion of participation in VHM
implementation in Chainat province.

The study population was 9,699 village health volunteers (VHVS) in Chainat
province. A sample size of 323 VHVs was selected by stratified random sampling technique.
The study instrument was a questionnaire, with reliability values of between 0.74 to 0.85.
Statistics used for data analyses were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
and Chi-square test.

The results revealed that: (1) personal characterstics: the majority of samples
were female, between 30-39 years old, agriculturists, having average monthly income
of 6,001-9,000 baht, finished primary school level, married, Buddhism, and having
between 10-14 years of work experiences. Knowledge about the VHM implementation,
and social support were at low levels, while relationship in the community was at a
highest level; (2) the participation in VHM implemention was at a low level; (3) the
statistically significant factors associated with the participation in VHM
implemention were knowledge, social support, and community relationship; and (4)
major problems and obstacles were that lack cooperation from people and community
organizations, lack continual training sessions, and inadequate budget.
Recommednations were that public health officers should encourage community
empowerment to get cooperation in public health, should conduct continual knowledge
refreshing sessions for VHVs, and ask for budgetary support form local government
organizations.

Keywords: Participation, Implementation, Village health management,
Village health volunteers
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