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Abstract

The objectives of this survey research were to study: (1) personal
characteristics, knowledge, and perception of Avian Influenza and social support;
(2) success of Avian Influenza surveillance, prevention and control in Huaikrachao
district, Kanchanaburi province; and (3) relationship between personal characteristics,
knowledge and perception of Avian Influenza, social support, and the success of Avian
Influenza surveillance, prevention and control in Huaikrachao district, Kanchanaburi
province.

The study population was 666 village health volunteers (VHVS) in
Huaikrachao district of Kanchanaburi province. A sample size of 218 VHVs was recruited
by systematic random sampling technique. The research instrument was a questionnaire,
with reliability values of between 0.71-0.88. Statistics used for data analyses were
percentage, mean, standard deviation, Chi-square test and Pearson’s product moment
correlation coefficient.

The results revealed that: (1) personal characteristics: the majority of a sample
group were female, 41-50 years old, married status, finishing primary education,
agriculturists, having working experiences of 11-15 years, and responsible for 11-15
households. Their knowledge about Avian Influenza was at a moderate level, while
perception and the social support were at high levels; (2) success of Avian Influenza
surveillance, prevention and control was at the high level; and (3) the factors related to
the success of Avian Influenza surveillance, prevention and control, with a statistical
significance, were personal factors of age and occupation. General knowledge about
Avian Influenza and risk perception positively related, with statistical significance, to
success of Avian Influenza surveillance, prevention and control at a low level, while no
relationship was found between social support and success.

Recommendations from this research were that a training of Avian influenza
for VHVs by public health officers should be done continuously, and coordination with
local administrative organizations, requesting support on budget allocation and equipment
for Avian Influenza surveillance, prevention and control is strongly suggested.

Keyword: Success, Surveillance, Prevention, Control, Avian Influenza
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