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Independent Study title: Oral Health-Related Quality of Life of the Elderly Receiving
Removable Acrylic Dentures at Chaophraya Abhaibhubejhr
Hospital
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to: (1) identify personal factors and
determine oral health-related quality of life; and (2) compare the oral health-related
quality of life of elderly persons who wore removable acrylic dentures at Chaophraya
Abhaibhubejhr Hospital.

This cross-sectional study was carried out among a sample of 135 elderly
persons selected using the systemic sampling method from 203 elders who wore removable
acrylic dentures. Data were collected by interviewing the respondents using a structured
questionnaire containing 2 parts: part 1, for personal factors including sex, age,
educational background, income, residence, denture recheck, and health-care eligibility;
and part 2, for oral health-related quality of life. The questionnaire content validity was
checked with the item-objective congruence index. Data were analyzed to determine
percentage and mean, and to perform Mann-Whitney U test and Kruskall-Wallis test.

The results showed that: (1) the majority of respondents were female, aged
60-69 years, and eligible for universal health care; they completed secondary education,
had no income, lived in municipal areas, and never came back to get their dentures
rechecked; their oral health-related quality of life was at the good level; the three most
common difficulties were eating, speaking and cleaning the mouth or dentures; and
(2) the elderly who had dentures rechecked tended to have significant difference in their
oral health-related quality of life (p value<0.05).

Keywords: Oral health-related quality of life, Elderly person, Removable acrylic denture
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