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Independent Study title: Dental Behaviors of Students in an Excellent Dental Health
Award School under “Learning and Research” Project
of Pranangklao Hospital, Nonthaburi Province
Author: Miss Pattaraporn Tengrothnapaporn; 1D: 2565000714;
Degree: Master of Public Health; Independent Study advisor: Dr. Sompoch Ratioran,
Associate Professor; Academic year: 2015

Abstract

The objectives of this descriptive research were to study: (1) personal factors
of students including gender, class level, age, and parents’ occupations, education and
income; (2) dental health status of students; (3) knowledge, attitudes and behaviors
relating to dental health; and (4) relations between personal factors, knowledge and
attitudes and dental behaviors; and (5) relations between personal factors, knowledge,
attitudes and dental behaviors and dental caries, all of primary school students.

The study was conducted among all 150 4™-6" grade students at Wat Tamnak
Tai School, which was in the designated area of Pranangklao Hospital and had received
an Excellent Dental Health School Award of Nonthaburi province, under the “Learning
and Research” Project. Data were collected using a questionnaire, whose knowledge
difficulty and discrimination values were 0.2-0.8 and 0.2-1.0, respectively, and its
Cronbach's reliability coefficients for oral health attitudes and behaviors were 0.70 and
0.77, respectively. Data analyses involved the determination of frequencies, percentages,
means, standard deviation, Chi-square test values and Pearson’s product moment
correlation coefficient.

Results were as follows: (1) among the students, most of them were female,
studying in grade 6; the oldest ones were 12 years old. Most of their parents were general
wage-workers, had completed upper secondary or vocational school, and had the highest
family income of less than 15,000 baht per month, on average; (2) concerning dental
health conditions, of all students, 38.7% had no dental caries, 10% had dental caries in
permanent teeth without any treatment, 1.3% used to have permanent teeth extraction,
and 26% used to have filling; and all had a decayed, missing, and filled teeth index of
0.85; (3) the students had maximum knowledge, attitudes and dental practices at
a moderate level; (4) the families’ average monthly income was associated with students’
dental behaviors; and (5) the students’ age and dental health attitudes were associated
with their dental caries

Keywords: Dental behavior, Excellent Dental Health Award School, Learning and
Research Project, Dental health status
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