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Abstract

The objectives of this survey research were to study independent variables
of: (1) personal characteristic factors; (2) correct knowledge on dental health for children;
(3) self-efficacy level of dental health care for children; and dependent variable of: (4)
dental health practice for children of guardians with children possessed caries and caries
free; and (5) relationship between independent and dependent variables.

The studied population was 364 guardians of 5-year pre-school children in
Nongkhae Municipality, Nongkhae District, Saraburi Province. A total of 244 guardians
of them were simple random sampled as 157 and 87 guardians with children possessed
caries and caries free, respectively. The research tool used was a questionnaire on
knowledge with Spearmen Brown coefficient of 0.489, self-efficacy level and dental health
practice with Cronbach’s Alpha coefficient of 0.890 and 0.536, respectively. Data were
collected by the researcher with 100% returning rate. The data were analyzed by
percentage, mean, standard deviation, Chi-Square test and Pearson’s correlation
coefficient.

The findings of this research were that: (1) the guardians with children
possessed caries and caries free had similar characteristics. Most of them were female, age
of 31- 40 years, being company personnel, having monthly income of 10,001- 20,000 baht,
married status, being their father and mother, and having 2 children under their dental health
care. They had different characteristics on education level. The guardians possessed caries
had education level of high school/professional certificate whereas those of caries free
had education level higher than diploma/ high professional certificate; (2) most of the
guardians had overall correct knowledge on dental health for children at the high level but
false knowledge on children’s starting age for teeth brushing, children’s age for repeating
of teeth brushing, advantages of deciduous teeth, children’s age for avoiding drinking from
milk bottle, and taking children for dentist visiting; (3) most guardians had overall self-
efficacy level of dental health care for children at the moderate level on investigating caries
for children, prohibiting children from carbonated drink, sweet drink, candy, and
management of dessert serving at appropriate time; (4) most guardians had dental health
practice for children at the moderate level; and (5) there were no relationship among
knowledge, self-efficacy and practice of dental health for children.

Suggestions were that correct knowledge on dental health for children and
technique for prohibiting children from dinking carbonated drink, sweet drink, candy, junk
dessert should be provided in order to promote self-efficacy of the guardians.

Keywords: Knowledge on dental health for children, Self-efficacy on dental health for
children, Practice on dental health for children
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Reliability Statistics

81

Cronbach's Alpha

Correlation Between Forms
Spearman-Brown Coefficient
Guttman Split-Half Coefficient

Part 1 Value 222
N of Items 72

Value .136

Part 2 N of Items 6P
Total N of Items 13
.323

Equal Length 488
Unequal Length 489
488

a. The items are: a1, mwi2, anmi3, awid, mnwib, anwuib, anui?.
b. The items are: a7, anu$8, a1w39, awil0, anwill, amnuil2, avwil3.

Item-Total Statistics

Scale Mean if Scale Variance if | Corrected Item- | Cronbach's Alpha

Item Deleted Item Deleted Total Correlation | if Item Deleted
il 18.75 3.736 .000 499
awi2 19.11 3.130 214 467
w3 19.33 2.857 372 413
il 18.86 3.552 .069 .500
awib 19.64 3.666 -.026 518
A6 18.81 3.590 .105 492
i’ 19.67 3.257 .395 439
aui8 19.36 3.037 .263 451
w9 19.11 2.959 322 431
mwil0 19.03 3.513 .009 .526
anwill 18.78 3.663 .070 496
awil2 19.39 3.159 .196 473
mwil3 19.17 3.000 .280 445
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Reliability Statistics

Cronbach's Alpha | N of Items
.890 14
Item-Total Statistics

Scale Mean if Scale Variance if | Corrected Item- | Cronbach's Alpha

Item Deleted Item Deleted Total Correlation | if Item Deleted
Al 47.18 87.930 .596 .882
A, ul 46.79 86.175 .459 .888
anunde,iful 47.04 85.147 .554 .883
Al 47.04 83.369 .665 .878
A, iul 47.29 78.508 .688 877
anunde,iful 47.07 83.106 678 877
anuide,ul 47.14 83.534 .765 .875
avde,ul 46.50 81.815 712 .876
anuide,iful 46.82 89.041 466 .887
aruide,ul 47.00 88.519 421 .889
avude,ul 46.75 90.713 .363 .891
A iful 46.79 85.582 .620 .880
anuide,ul 47.07 85.995 .530 .884
avude,ul 46.96 89.369 .504 .885
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Reliability Statistics

&3

Cronbach's Alpha | N of Items
.536 15
Item-Total Statistics

Scale Mean if | Scale Variance if | Corrected Item- | Cronbach's Alpha

Item Deleted Item Deleted Total Correlation | if Item Deleted
13 Tnnemnsl 41.25 38.120 459 449
13 Tan0 1132 39.71 39.545 .558 445
13 Tnnom1s 3 39.82 46.152 105 .536
v3 Tanonnsd 40.54 45.665 161 525
13 Inaems5 40.18 45,115 116 536
13 Tnno1156 40.14 40.794 .565 455
15 Tnnomis 7 40.75 45,157 297 507
manwazeraiul 39.00 48.519 -.063 575
mnnuazeaiul 41.46 48.851 .027 539
anuazeaiuld 39.71 44,508 141 531
manwazeaiud 39.32 43.634 176 524
mnuazeaiud 40.68 45.041 .208 517
anuazeaiub 40.25 45.602 148 527
asaifundausn 39.96 41.221 381 478
inilu 39.71 47.545 -.070 .600
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