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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were (1) to study the present and expected conditions of
community learning centers in Surin province ; (2) to compare the present and expected conditions as a
whole and by component aspect of community learning centers as perceived by nonformal education
administrators, community learning center teachers, and community learning center committee
members; and (3) to propose guidelines for mobilizing community learning centers in Surin province.

This study obtained data from the population of all community learning centers in Surin
province. Data were collected from the total number of 369 community learning centers personnel
consisting of 16 nonformal education administrators, 207 community learning center teachers, and 146
community learning center committee members, all of which were under the office of Surin Provincial
Nonformal Education Center. The employed research instrument was a rating scale questionnaire
concerning opinion$ toward the present and expected conditions of the community learning center and
recommendations on each component aspect of community learning centers in Surin province,
developed by the researcher, with reliability coefficients for the present condition of 0.93 and for the
expected condition of 0.96. Statistics for data analysis were the percentage, mean, standard deviation,
one-way analysis of variance, and Scheffe’s method of pair-wise comparison. Also, the content
analysis was employed for analyzing the open-ended responses.

Research findings were as follows: (1) Opinions of nonformal education administrators,
community learning center teachers, and community learning center committee members concerning
the present practice condition of components of community. learning centers were at the moderate
level; while their opinions concerning the expected practice condition were at the high level.

(2) Significant difference was found when opinions of the sample concerning the present condition as a
whole and the expected condition as a whole were compared. (3) Regarding the comparison of
opinions of nonformal education administrators, community learning center teachers, and community
learning center committee members concerning the present practice and expected practice conditions of
each component aspect of the community learning center, significant differences at the .05 level were
found between the opinions of nonformal education administrators and those of community learning
center committee members, and between the opinions of community learning center committee
members and those of community learning center teachers concerning the component aspects or
organizational structure, personnel, and curriculum and instruction; also, significant difference at the
.05 level was found between the opinions of community center committee members and those of
nonformal education administrator concerning the component aspect of information technology. (4)
Regarding guidelines for mobilizing community learning center in Surin province as analyzed by
content analysis, the following recommendations were proposed: On organizational structure, the
expressed need was for standardized organizational structure for community learning center. On
personnel, the expressed need was for security of job, remuneration, and morale. On curriculum and
instruction, the expressed need was for promotion of local wisdom and community participation in
local curriculum development. On information technology, the expressed need was for sufficient
numbers of computers for the community learning center

Keywords: Mobilizing guidelines, Community learning center
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