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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were: (1) to study personal and family factors of the Village and Urban
Community Fund members’ families in the rural areas of Chawang district, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province; (2) to
study the participation level of members’ families in the management of the Village and Urban Community Fund; 3)to
compare the participation in management of the Village and Urban Community Fund according to members’ families
personal and families factors; and (4) to study problems and obstacles in management of the Village and Urban
Community Fund and offer suggestions to solve them.

The samples were 368 representatives from the Village and Urban Community Fund members’ families
in the rural areas of Chawang district, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province, who were randomly selected by the multi-stages
sampling techniques. The interview questionnaire was used for data collection. Statistics used for data analysis were
frequency, percentage, means, standard deviation, t-test and one-way ANOVA.

The findings were as follows: (1) the majority of the sample were male (59.0%), aged between 41-50
years (36.1%), had primary education (41.0%), were married (80.4%), were farmers (75.5%), perceived the value of
Village and Urban Community Fund at the moderate level (49.2%), were general members (74.7%), were from nuclear
families (77.7%), had been living in the village more than 10 years (93.2%), had 1-4 members in the family (68.5%),
had the burden in taking care of the family (72.0%), had average monthly income more than 10,000 baht (69.0%), (2)
overall, the participation in the management of the Village and Urban Community Fund of members’ families was at the
moderate level in 5 aspects; while the participation in information exchange, practices, and benefits received were at the
moderate level, the participation in decision-making and evaluation were at the low level; (3) two personal factors
which were different in the management of the Village and Urban Community Fund in every activity at the .05 level of
statistical significance were the perceived value of the Village and Urban Community Fund and the status of being
members. The other 3 factors which were different at the .05 level of statistical significance in participating in some
activities were sex which was different in participating in receiving benefits activities, education level and main
occupation which were different in participating in practical activities. It was found that among 5 family factors, there
were only 2 factors; namely, the burden in taking care of the family and family’s income, which were different in the
participating in some receiving benefits activities at the .05 level of statistical significance, and (4) the important
problem and obstacle found in this study was the lack of participation in the Village and Urban Community Fund’s
management activities and it was recommended that the Village and Urban Community Fund Management Committee
offer opportunities for the members to participate in the Village and Urban Community Fund management activities
equality and equitably

Keywords: Participation, Management, The Village and Urban Community Fund.
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