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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the mayoral campaign of
Dong Mafai Sub-district, Mueang District, Sakon Nakhon Province in 2011 in this
regard 1) the message; and 2) communicated in and the types of media used.

This was a qualitative research using in-depth interviews and focus group
discussions. Using a semi-structured interview, the 20 interviewees. The key
informants were chosen through purposive sampling are the mayor of Dong Mafai
Sub-district, local administrators and independent academics, for a total of 20
interview subjects. Focus group discussions were held with 45 voters from 3 villages
and 12 communities in Dong Mafai Sub-district, and they were divided into 6 groups
for 6 discussions. Data were analyzed to draw conclusions.

The results showed that 1) there were 4 main types of messages
communicated in the mayoral campaign: (a) the campaign slogan “Dare to lead, does
what promised, he won’t neglect the people,” which reflects the candidate’s image
and could be well communicated to the target groups; (b) the policy message “roads
to reach the rice paddies, electricity to reach the farms, focus on education,
developing career groups, stipends for the elderly, return taxes to the communities,
integrated assistance for the poor;” (c) a message representing the candidate “simple
words show honesty and fairness;” and (d) messages regarding work results such as
infrastructure projects (roads, waterworks, and electricity) that reached the voters.
2) Two types of media were used in the campaign: (a) conventional media comprising
door-to-door visits, pamphlets, billboards, campaign trucks, flyers, speeches, slogans,
stickers, and personal media in the form of supporters and canvassers; and (b) new
media, in the form of SMS messages.

Keywords: Campaign message topics, Types of media used in a mayoral campaign,
Mayoral campaign of Dong Mafai Sub-district, Mueang District, Sakon
Nakhon Province
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