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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the candidate who was elected as
a Member of Parliament for Sakon Nakhon Zone 1 in 2019 in the following regards:
1) the use of conventional and new media in the campaign; and 2 ) the key messages
communicated in the campaign.

This was a qualitative research using in-depth interviews with 23 key
informants, chosen through sampling, consisting of the elected Member of Parliament for
Sakon Nakhon Zone 1 in 2019 who was previously elected Member of Parliament, 3 of
his campaign managers, 3 academics, and 15 local administrators. The research
methodology was a semi-structured interview form. Data were analyzed to draw
conclusions.

The results showed that 1) the conventional media used in the campaign were
billboards, trucks, name cards and posters; while the new media used were online social
media (Line and Facebook applications), which were important for reaching and
influencing voters. 2) The messages used for the campaign strategy could be divided into
2 major groups: (1) content from the party’s promises to voters, policies and slogans, such
as “we have improved the national economy every time;” “we will solve debt problems
by increasing income; we have a 17-year track record of success in this endeavor;”
“we know how to think and how to act, and we will succeed again;” “we have a way to
manage the economic crisis and can accomplish it in a short time.”; and (2) content about
the candidate, aimed at building confidence and popularity, such as ‘“he intended to
develop the province and solve the problems of the people of Sakon Nakhon;” “make the
economy and the culture of Sakon Nakhon thrive;” “my heart is with the people. What
millionaires have is money but what I have is time to dedicate to the people;” “for an MP
who is fair, easy to meet, and willing to serve, you need Dr. Apichat Tirasawatchai.”
The messages were crafted to capture people’s hearts and most of the content was about
people’s economic well being and about the close relationship the candidate has had with
his constituents for a long time.

Keywords: Use of conventional and new media in election campaign, Message
content in election campaign, the parliamentary election for
Sakon Nakhon Province Zone 1 in 2019
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