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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) basic socio-economic
situations of farmers, 2) participation by farmers in the operations of integrated
organization for agricultural extension and development, 3) opinions and needs of
farmers in the operations of integrated organization for agricultural extension and
development, and 4) problems of the operations and suggestions for the guideline of
participation in the operations of integrated organization for agricultural extension and
development.

The population in this study were 250 farmers who participated in the
training program for knowledge transfer of appropriate agricultural technology based
on potential of highland area in Pha Chang Noi Sub-district, Pong District, Phayao
Province in the year 2021. The samples were determined by using Taro Yamane’s
formula with an error level of 0.05 accounting for 154 samples. The data were
collected by a questionnaire and calculated to determine frequency, percentage,
standard deviation, minimum and maximum values.

The research findings were found that 1) male farmers were accounted for
62.3 percent with an average age of 48.28 years. All of them had farming occupation
with 89 percent produced field crops. Most of them had their own farm area without
legal document with 36.48 rai. The average annual income was 85,548.70 baht. 2) In
overall, the participation of farmers in the operations of integrated organization for
agricultural extension and development in the highland area were rated at moderate
level by attending the project planning, making operational guideline, and community
discussion. 3) The operations were perceived at high level in the aspect of ‘the
operations could solve agricultural problems in the highland area’ while their needs
were stated at the highest level such as appropriate knowledge and agricultural
technology for the highland area. 4) The problems of transportation, communication,
and operational budget were stated at moderate level while the problem of physical
condition was indicated at low level. They suggested that the farmers should
participate in the meeting for planning with the organizations and follow-up
operations. Moreover the organizational integration should solve the lack of water
supply for agricultural production in the highland area.

Keywords:  Agricultural extension and development, Participation of farmer,
Operational integration, Highland agriculture
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