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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) social and economic
conditions of the organic vegetable farmers in Nakhon Pathom province 2) knowledge
regarding to organic agriculture and participatory based on organic agricultural standard
certification 3) opinions about the certification of participatory guarantee for organic
agriculture standards 4) the adoption of participatory guarantee for organic agriculture
standards certification 5) problems and suggestions about the adoption of participatory
guarantee for organic agricultural standard certification.

The population of this study was 110 organic vegetable farmers in Nakhon
Pathom province. The sample size of 86 persons was determined by using Taro
Yamane formula and simple random sampling method. Data were collected by using
interview questions and were then analyzed by using descriptive statistics i.e.
frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard deviation
and ranking.

The results showed that 1) 53.5% of the farmers were female with the
average age of 54.73 years. 27.9% of them were graduated with a Bachelor’s degree.
The average income from agriculture was 14,605.8 1 baht/month. The average number
of years of experience in organic vegetable production was 5.52 years. The average farm
size for organic plant production was 5.59 rai. The farmers were the actual owners of the
cultivated lands for organic plant production. The average expense from organic
vegetable production was 3,280.87 baht/month. All of the farmers had attended the
training on participatory guarantee for organic agricultural standard certification.
They got the information from land development officers/agricultural extension
officers. The farmers’ opinion about the top worthy marketplace was Kid Mee Farm.
2) knowledge regarding to organic agriculture and participatory based on organic
agricultural standard certification was at high level i.e. crop rotation, the separation of
containers and storage rooms, fundamental principle of participation and to build
consumer trust. 3) The farmers’ opinion about participatory guarantee for organic
agriculture standard certification was at high level in 3 aspects i.e. the effect on the
consumers, farmers and officers. 4) The farmers accepted about the content at high level
in the container and storage place, seed usage, group meeting and group’s rules and
regulation. The farmers adopted the practice at high level in crop rotation, soil
improvement and container and storage place. 5) The farmers had problems about the
adoption at high level in 2 aspects i.e. standard certification and extension. The most
problematic problem was the agricultural extension officers’ knowledge and expertise.
The farmers suggested that the agricultural extension officers gain knowledge and have
times for extension so that the farmers adopted participatory guarantee for organic
agricultural standard certification and brought into practice.

Keywords: Organic agriculture, Organic agriculture standard, Participatory
guarantee for organic agriculture, Organic vegetable farmer
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