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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study planning for the election
campaign of prospective candidates for the position of chief executive of Huai Sat Yai
Subdistrict Administrative Organization, in Hua Hin District, Prachuap Khiri Khan
Province, in terms of: 1) status of the problems and needs of voters and people
involved with the campaign; and 2) operations for planning the campaign.

This was a qualitative study using the method of in-depth interviews. The
thirty key informants were chosen by purposive sampling from among people directly
involved with election campaign planning. The data collection tool was a semi-
structured interview form. Data were analyzed by drawing conclusions.

The results showed that 1) status of the problem: local people suffered
problems in their everyday lives because in the past there was a lack of sub-district
development policies that really addressed their needs. Former local administrators
did not understand and reach the hearts of the people, so they were not able to take
relevant action to directly solve problems. Citizens wanted sub-district development
policies that were clearly intended to solve the problems of people in each
neighborhood and village. People in each area wanted road work done to make
transport more convenient. Lighting in the public areas and places where people travel
was not yet sufficient, especially in places with greater risk of accidents. Voters
wanted a candidate with a vision for development, ties to a political network in the
province, knowledge and understanding of organizational administration, accessibility
and ability to meet with people, and tangible past work results. 2) Campaign planning
operations: the team collected data on the conditions, problems and needs for
development in every village in order to set a policy. They collected data on the
strong points, selling points, character, knowledge, abilities, experience, work results
and intentions of the candidate, and why he or she wanted to run for office. This data
was used to make a communications plan to be implemented with local canvassers.
Content was designed to be suitable for each medium, short, and to-the-point, so
everyone could be compatible and communicate the same messages. The plan was
tested on different groups of message receivers to assess how interesting, memorable,
useful and persuasive it was and if it would really encourage people to vote for the
candidate. After testing, the plan was revised to make use of campaign communication
innovations. Then the revised plan was presented at a meeting to let everyone
involved know about it, including the candidate’s team, the campaign team, core
campaigners, supporters, and the press so that the campaign would be a success and
the candidate would win the election.

Keywords: Election campaign, Political communication, Subdistrict Administrative
Organization
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