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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to (1) study operation conditions of the
provision of early intervention services for disabled children of provincial special
education centres; (2) study problems and obstacles for the provision of early
intervention services for disabled children of provincial special education centres; and
(3) study guidelines for provision of early intervention services for disabled children
of provincial special education centres.

The research sample consisted of 570 centre directors, teachers, and
parents of disabled children receiving early intervention services from provincial
special education centres in the 2000-2006 academic years, obtained by multi-stage
sampling. The data collecting instrument was a rating scale questionnaire with
reliability of .97 developed by the researcher. Data were analyzed with the use of the
frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

Research findings were as follows : (1) Regarding the operation conditions
of the provision of early intervention services for disabled children of provincial
special education centres, the operational aspects that were practiced at the high level
were ranked as follows : the collection of bio-data from records and parent interviews;
development of the individualized education program (IEP); evaluation of disabled
children’s basic abilities; co-ordination with concerned agencies to provide disabled
children with needed facilities, media, and services; provision of capability restoration
and readiness preparation services according to the determined plan; training of
parents; provision of helping services by the community and learning resource
services; and home visits; visits; while the operational aspect of development of the
individualized family service plan (IFSP) was practiced at the moderate level. (2)
Problems and obstacles for the provision of early intervention services for disabled
children of provincial special education centres were at the moderate level for all
operational aspects. (3) Guidelines for provision of early intervention services for
disabled children of provincial special education centres were as follows: provision
should be made for more budget and personnel; home visits should be undertaken on
a continuing basis; training services should be provided for parents regularly with
travel allowance for parents; an individualized education program (IEP) should be
developed for each disabled child; and public relations to the network group should be
undertaken regularly.

Keywords :  Early intervention service, Disabled child, Provincial special
education centre
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