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Thesis title: Development Guidelines for Participation in the Conservation of
Mangrove Forest Resources : A Case Study Banhuaphrong,
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study 1) household social and
economic characteristics, 2) knowledge of and exposure to news about mangrove
forest conservation, 3) participation in mangrove forest conservation, 4) factors
affecting local community participation and 5) recommendations for forming
guidelines for greater public participation in the conservation of mangrove forest
resources.

The sample population consisted of 255 households in Banhuaphrong,
Bang Yaphraek Subdistrict, Mueang District, Samut Sakhon Province. Questionnaires
were employed to collect raw data. The data were then subjected to descriptive
statistical analysis such as frequency distribution, percentage and mean. The
relationship between the dependent and independent variables were analyzed using
Chi-square technique with the significance level of 0.05.

The results indicated that firstly, a majority of the samples were married
women 55.3 percent, with average age of 33 years. Most of them had completed
primary school, and were employed with average household income of 14,370 baht
per month. The average number of household members was 7, and 21.6 percent of the
samples were members of a social group in the village. Secondly, 96.6 percent of the
samples have heard about mangrove forest conservation and they received the news
about once or twice a year. Thirdly, local participation was at their highest when
dealing with their own benefit. The number of participants was lower during
implementation, evaluation and planning phases respectively. Fourthly, factors
affecting local participation in the conservation of the mangrove forest were age,
marital status, income, occupation, being a group member, knowledge about
mangrove forest conservation, and exposure to news about the conservation activities.
On the other hand, the factors of gender, education level and number of household
members were not related to participation in the conservation of the mangrove forest.
Lastly, recommendations for ways to develop local participation in mangrove forest
conservation at Banhuaphrong village were to expand local participation and to
develop appropriate activities for mangrove forest conservation.

Keywords: Participation, Resources Conservation, Mangrove Forest,
Samut Sakhon Province
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