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Thesis title:  People’s Participation in the Management of Khao Sanam Prieng
Wildlife Sanctuary, Kamphaengphet Province

Researcher: Mr. Chalong Nuichim; ID: 2519000810;

Degree: Master of Agriculture (Agricultural Resources Management);

Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Chaiwat Khongsom, Associate Professor; (2) Dr. Sujja

Bunjongsiri, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2011

Abstract

This research was divided into two stages: survey research and qualitative
research. The aims of the study were 1) to identify the demographic data and
socioeconomic status of people in the study area; 2) to explore their demand for
different forms and patterns of participation; and 3) to provide guidelines for
promoting people’s participation in the management of Khao Sanam Prieng Wildlife
Sanctuary in Kamphaeng Phet Province.

The sample population was people who live around Khao Sanam Prieng
Wildlife Sanctuary (5,836 people). In the process of survey research, 374 samples
were obtained through proportional sampling and accidental sampling. Data were
collected using a questionnaire. Data analysis used statistical percentage, minimum
and maximum values and arithmetic mean. For the qualitative part of the study, 15
samples of stakeholders were selected using purposive sampling. Data were collected
at a brainstorming meeting and analyzed using content analysis.

The findings on the basic economic and social conditions of the sample
population found that the majority was male (65.8%), aged between 36-40 years, and
working as a farmer. Most samples graduated from primary school and had household
income of 50,000-100,000 baht a year. Most of the samples were members of
agriculturist groups (42.5%), but the least number were members of natural resources
and environmental conservation groups (2.9%). They had a medium amount of
knowledge about natural resources conservation and management of wildlife
sanctuaries. Their desire to participate in the management of wildlife sanctuaries was
rated as “medium.” The form of participation they most wanted was to take part in
joint planning and decision making. Guidelines for the development of people’s
participation include: (1) community leaders should be the first target group; (2)
people’s relations should be used to disseminate knowledge, information, and news to
the people continuously, and to promote conservation activities; (3) a good mutual
understanding should be reinforced between officers and the people; (4) local people
should be given opportunities for people’s participation in the management of the
wildlife sanctuary; and (5) as a pilot project, an annual operating plan should be
drawn up for Khao Sanam Prieng Wildlife Sanctuary, formed through the
participation of the people. Another recommendation is that an elected representative
of the local people should be appointed as a board member to participate in the
management of Khao Sanam Prieng Wildlife Sanctuary.

Keywords: People’s participation, Wildlife sanctuary management,
Kamphaeng Phet Province
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