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ABSTRACT

This study was a correlational comparative research with the purposes to (1)
compare the intentions to change career path of Ramathibodi Hospital staff nurses who were
in different social situations; (2) compare the intentions to change career path of Ramathibodi
Hospital staff nurses with different psychological traits; and (3) study predictability of using
the social situation factors and psychological factors to predict the intention to change career
path of Ramathibodi Hospital staff nurses.

The research sample consisted of 285 randomly selected professional nurses
working as staff nurses, and not holding any administrative position, in Ramathibodi Hospital.
The research instruments for data collection were seven summated rating scale questionnaires
with reliability coefficients ranging from .78 to .94. Statistical procedures for data analysis
were the two-way and three-way ANOV A, multiple regression analysis, Scheffe method for
pairwise comparison, and basic statistical procedures.

Research findings revealed that when social situation factors were taken into
consideration, staff nurses with low level intention to change career path were (1) those with
good supports from their own family, who were found in the higher age group, single status
group, little work experience group, and high per capita income group; (2) those with good
relationship with colleagues, who were found in the group with the master’s degree or higher
educational level; (3) those with good awareness of the administrator’s behaviors, who were
found in the total grou, young age group, single status group, little work experience group,
and high per capita income group; (4) those with good supports from their own family and
good relationship with colleagues, who were found in the group with master’s degree or
higher educational level; and those with good overall social situation, with high level mental
readiness, and with high per capita income,

When psychological factors were taken into consideration, staff nurses with low
level intention to change career path were (1) those with good attitudes toward their
profession, who were found in the total group and in every sub-group; (2) those with high
level confidence in self-power, who were found in the high per capita income group; (3) those
with good mental health and good attitudes toward their profession, which found in the total
group, and were prominent in the higher age group, high work experience group, and high per
capita income group; (4) those with good mental health and with high level confidence in
self-power, who were found in the high work experience group; (5) those with high level
mental readiness; and (6) those with high level mental readiness and with married status.

Research findings also revealed that main predictors of the intention to change
career path of staff nurses were the attitudes toward the profession and mental health with the
combined predictability of 65.10 percent. This research also discovered the groups at risk of
changing career path. They were the group of nurses with young age, and the group of nurses
with little work experience.

Keywords: Intention to change career path, Related factors, Psycho-social factors, Staff nurse
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