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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were (1) to study the needs for reading
enhancement activities of clients of district public libraries in the Eastern region; (2) to
compare the needs for reading enhancement activities of clients of district public libraries in
the Eastern region which were classified by personal factors; and (3) to study guidelines for
organizing reading enhancement activities of clients of district public libraries in the Eastern
region.

The research sample consisted of (1) 420 clients of district public libraries in the
Eastern region; and (2) six experts on organizing reading enhancement activities. The
employed data collecting instruments were (1) a questionnaire developed by the researcher
for clients of district public library which had .88 reliability coefficient; and (2) an interview
form developed by the researcher for interviewing experts on guidelines for organizing
reading enhancement activities,. Data were analyzed by using the percentage, mean, standard
deviation, t-test, analysis of variance, and content analysis.

Research findings revealed that (1) public library clients had overall needs at the
moderate level for the public library to organize reading enhancement activities; (2) male and
female clients did not differ significantly in their needs for the public library to organize
reading activities based on reading contents, but they differed significantly at the .05 level in
their needs for the public library to organize reading activities to support and promote
reading; clients with different ages, educational qualifications, and occupations differed
significantly in their needs for the public library to organize both categories of reading
enhancement activities at the .05 level; (3) guidelines for organizing reading enhancement
activities of district public libraries were as follows: (a) the methods of organizing reading
enhancement activities should include the provision of information search via computer
programs and the Internet services, reading camp, books display and exhibition, book
introduction, reading enhancing games, and showing of movies, CD, VCD, video, and DVD;
the activities should cover all target groups with collaboration from network members; (b) the
places for organizing activities should be the public library, community learning center and
community school or any other places convenient for activity partakers; (c) convenient days
for organizing activities should be Saturday and Sunday; (d) the most appropriate time for
organizing activities should be 8:00 - 12.00 am.; (e) activity duration should be 1 hour, 2
hours, and 30 minutes, and the frequency for organizing activities should be every week, and
every month depending on the nature and details of the activities; (f) in the case of organizing
field trips/camps, they should be organized on Saturday or Sunday and should take one day
without overnight stay; and (g) media employed in organizing activities should include CD,
VCD, video, DVD, pictures, posters, flipcharts, real objects, and samples, or media and
materials available in the community that could be adapted for the activities.

Keywords: Reading enhancement activity, District public library
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