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Abstract

This independent study aims to (1) study the concepts, theories, and principles related to punitive
measures for truck and passenger vehicle drivers who exceed the speed limits set by law, (2) examine the legal
measures for punishing such drivers in the laws namely Japan, the United Kingdom and Thailand, (3) analyze
these legal measures in the context of the aforementioned countries, and (4) propose the suitable punitive
measures for Thailand.

This study employs a qualitative methodology through document analysis, reviewing books,
academic articles, and internet resources in both Thai and foreign languages. The objective is to analyze legal
issues concerning punitive measures for truck and passenger vehicle drivers who violate speed limits under the
land traffic laws and to propose recommendations for-improving the laws to achieve greater efficiency and
appropriateness.

The findings of the study indicate that: (1) the concept of criminal offense and imposing fines
serves as a deterrent.in accordance with the deterrence theory. Meanwhile, the utilitarian theory assumes that
such punishment benefits society overall. The Flexible punishment frameworks has been established to allow
law enforcers to adjust.the punishment to individuals appropriately. (2) Japan's punitive measures for speed
exceeding include imprisonment, fines, and a demerit point system; while the United Kingdom imposes fines
and demerit points. In Thailand, the land traffic laws stipulates fines up to 4,000 bahts and demerit point system
for speeding violations: (3) The exercise of discretion in"imposing fines and assigning demerit points in Japan
involves setting ranges for speed-violations, corresponding penalties, and demerit points, which serve as
guidelines for officials' discretion. In contrast, the United Kingdom categorizes offenses by severity and assigns
ranges for fines and demerit points, with fines based on the offender's income. In Thailand, the Royal Thai
Police, as the law enforcement authority, has issued an announcement setting the fine for speed exceeding at
500 bahts and a demerit point system for truck drivers that lacks flexibility. (4) It is recommended amending the
land traffic laws in Thailand to include offenses committed by truck and passenger vehicle drivers regarding
speed exceeding. Such amendment shall set the ranges for speed violations, corresponding penalties, and

flexible demerit point ranges to provide officials with appropriate discretion in imposing penalties.

Keywords : penalty, traffic law, truck
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