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Abstract

This independent study aims to (1) explore the concepts related to dog control
and management by local government organizations, (2) examine legal measures for dog
control by local government organizations in Thailand and other countries, (3) analyze legal
issues for dog control by local government organizations, and (4) propose recommendations
for amending the laws regarding dog control by local-eovernment organizations.

This independent research is a qualitative study involving a review of documents
such as textbooks, articles, theses, dissertations, relevant electronic media, legal documents,
and various legal provisions. The goal is to obtain systematic and appropriate knowledge that
can lead to effective improvements in laws goveming dog control by local government
organizations.

The study findings are as follows: (1) For the concepts of animal rights and welfare,
all animals have therights to proper care. More over, they must not be abandoned or allowed to
die. (2) Local Government Dog Control Laws: Currently, only Bangkok's regulations are in force for
dog control, unlike Japan and New- Zealand, which-have specific, strictly enforced dog control
laws. (3)There are problems related to Current Local Government Dog Control Laws. The law
lacks of specific legal provisions for dog control, absence of measures for dog registration and
appropriate penalties, challenges in regulating dog sales, and the increase in stray dogs due to
insufficient government control measures. (4) recommendations for Legal Improvement: is to
amend the Public Health Act B.E. 2535 (1992), Section 29, Paragraph 3, to grant local government
organizations the authority to manage dog control within their jurisdictions, supported by

ministerial regulations to ensure uniform application across the entire kingdom.

Keywords : Local government organization, Dog control, Stray dogs
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% Japanese Law Translation. Act on Welfare and Management of Animals. 16 WeuAIAY 2567.
nhttps://www.japaneselawtranslation.go.jp/en/laws/view/3798/en.

T Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 1 The purpose of this Act is to engender a spirit
for animal welfare among citizens and contribute to the development of a respect for life and sentiments of amity
and peace by providing for the prevention of cruelty to animals, the proper handling of animals and other matters
concerning animal welfare, as well as to prevent animals from causing an infringement on the life, body or property
of humans by providing for matters concerning the management of animals.

% Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 2 In light of the fact that animals are living beings,
no person must kill, injure, or inflict cruelty on animals without due cause, and every person must treat animals
properly by taking into account their natural habits and giving consideration to the symbiosis between humans and

animals.
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* Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 7(1) With sufficient awareness of
their responsibilities as an owner or possessor of an animal, which is a living being, the owner or
possessor of an animal must endeavor to maintain the health and safety of the animal by caring
for and keeping said animal in a proper manner according to such aspects as the kind of animal it
is and the habit of the animal, and must also endeavor to ensure that the animal does not cause
harm to the life, body or property of humans or cause trouble to humans.

% Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 7(2) The owner or possessor of an

animal must endeavor to acquire correct information regarding infectious diseases borne by the

type of animal the person owns or possesses and to pay necessary attention to prevent them.
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" Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 44(2) A person who has committed

on a protected animal such cruelty as causing debilitation by discontinuing feeding and/or watering
without reason is punished by a fine of not more than five hundred thousand yen.

192 SpsuaniasnidumsiansUseme UsesTuil 19 nquntay 2567 lagsuansusisussmele

1% Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 7(3) The owner of an animal must
endeavor to take the measures specified by the Minister of the Environment for clarifying that the
owned animal is under their ownership.

% Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 7(4) The Minister of the
Environment may, after consultation with the heads of the relevant administrative organs,
formulate standards to be complied with regarding the care and keeping of animals.

1% Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 37 (1) The owner of a dog or a cat
must, when the owner finds that there is a risk that the animal would breed freely and that it
would be difficult to give the offspring an opportunity to receive proper care, endeavor to have

surgery carried out to disable breeding or take any other measures in order to prevent breeding..
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1% Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 26(1) A person who intends to care

for or keep an animal categorized by Cabinet Order.as one that carries a risk of causing harm to the
life, body or property of humans (hereinafter referred to as a "specified animal") must, pursuant to
the provisions of Order of the Ministry: of the Environment, receive the permission of the prefectural
governor having jurisdiction over the location of the facility for the care and keeping of the specified
animal (hereinafter referred to-as the "specified animal facility" in this Section) for each kind of
specified animal; provided, however, that this-does-not-apply to the case where a veterinarian cares
for or keeps a specified animal in a medical facility (which means a medical facility prescribed in.

7 Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 26(2) A person who intends to
receive the permission set forth in the preceding paragraph-must, pursuant to the provisions of
Order of the Ministry of the Environment, submit to.the prefectural governor a written application
containing the following matters and the documents specified by Order of the Ministry of the
Environment attached to the application.

%8 Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 31 When a specified animal
caretaker engages in caring or keeping pertaining to the permission, the caretaker must periodically
inspect the specified animal facility pertaining to the relevant specified animal, clarify that the
caretaker has received permission with regard to the specified animal, and conform to any other
methods specified by Order of the Ministry of the Environment.

% Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 45 A person who falls under any

of the following items is punished by imprisonment with work for not more than six months or a

fine of not more than five hundred thousand yen
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"0 Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 35 (1) Prefectures, etc. (which

means prefectures, designated cities, core cities set forth in Article 252-22 (1) of the Local
Autonomy Act [hereinafter referred to as "core cities'] and other cities specified by Cabinet Order
[including special wards; the same applies hereinafter]) must take custody of a dog or cat when so
requested by its owner.'In this case, the prefectural governor, etc.(which means the heads of the
prefecture, etc.; the same applies hereinafter) may designate the place where the dog or cat is to
be taken into custody.
" Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 36 (1) A person who has found an
animal such as a dog or a cat that has a disease or is injured or a corpse of an animal such as a
dog or a cat on a road, in a park, in a plaza, or in any other public place must endeavor to notify
promptly the owner when the owner is known or the prefectural governor, etc. when the owner
is unknown.

"2 Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 44(1) A person who has destroyed

or injured, without reason, a protected animal is punished by imprisonment with work for not more

than one year or a fine of not more than one million yen.
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"> Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 10(1) A person who intends to

engage in a business that handles ‘animals (such animals are limited to mammals, birds, and
reptiles, and exclude those pertaining to livestock agriculture and those being cared for or kept in
order to be provided for.use in testing and research, use in manufacturing biological preparations,
or for other uses specified by Cabinet Order; hereinafter the same applies in this Section and the
following Section) (such business includes selling [including acting as an intermediary or agent
therefor; the same applies in the following paragraphl], keeping, lending, training, exhibiting
[including the provision of opportunities for contact with animals; the same applies in the following
paragraph] or other handling specified by Cabinet Order with regard to animals; hereinafter referred
to as the "animal handling business") must receive registration from the prefectural governor having
jurisdiction over the location of the place of business where the person intends to engage in the
business.
"% Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 24(2) An official who enters and

inspects pursuant to the provisions of the preceding paragraph must carry a certificate for

identification and produce it to the persons concerned.
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115 Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 10(2) A person who intends to receive
the registration set forth in the preceding paragraph must submit to the prefectural gsovernor a written
application containing the following matters by attaching the documents specified by Order of the Ministry
of the Environment:

(i) the name and address of the applicant and, in the case of a corporation, the name of the
representative person

(i) the name_and address of the places of business

(iii) the name of the responsible person foranimal handling (which means the person prescribed
in Article 22 (1)) assigned. to each place of business

(iv) the category (which-means. the distinctionbetween selling, keeping, lending, training,
exhibiting or other handling specified by Cabinet Order referred to in the preceding paragraph; hereinafter
the same applies in this item) of the animal handling business that the applicant intends to engage in and
the contents of business and the implementation method for each of such category

(v) the main kinds and the number of animals to be handled

(vi) if a facility for the care and keeping of animals (hereinafter referred to as the "animal facility"
in this Section) has been installed, the following matters:

(a) The location of the animal facility

(b) The structure and size of the animal facility

(c) The method for managing the animal facility

(vii) other matters specified by Order of the Ministry of the Environment
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"¢ Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 46(i) A person who falls under any

of the following items.is punished by a fine of not more than three hundred thousand yen:

() a person who has engaged in the animal handling business without receiving
registration in violation of the provisions of Article 10 (1)
"TAct on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 17 A prefectural governor must,
when registration has lost its effect pursuant to the provisions of Article 13 (1) or paragraph (2) of
the preceding Article or when the governor has rescinded the registration pursuant to the provisions
of Article 19 (1), cancel the registration of the animal handling business operator.

M8 Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 13(1) The registration set forth in Article

10 (1), unless it is renewed every five years, expires by lapse of time.
" Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 46 (ii) A person who falls under
any of the following items is punished by a fine of not more than three hundred thousand yen:

(i) a person who has received the registration set forth in Article 10 (1) (including the

renewal of registration set forth in Article 13 (1)) by dishonest means
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120 Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 16(1) In the case where an animal handling
business operator has fallen under any of the following items, the person prescribed in the item must notify the
prefectural governor to that effect within 30 days from such day:

(i) in the case of death-The heir

(i) in the case of extinction of the corporation due to a merger-The person who had been the officer
representing said corporation

(iii) in the case of dissolution of the corporation due to order commencing proceedings of bankruptcy-
The bankruptcy trustee

(iv) in the case of dissolution of the corporation by a reason other than merger or order commencing
proceedings of bankruptcy -The liquidator

(v)in the case discontinuance of the animal handling business pertaining to the registration-The
individual who had been the animal handling business operator or the officer representing the corporation that had
been the animal handling business operator

(2) When an animal handling business operator has fallen under any of the items in the preceding
paragraph, the registration of the animal-handling business operator ceases to be effective.

121 Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 19 (1) A prefectural governor may, when an animal
handling business operator falls under any of the following items, rescind the registration or order the suspension
of all or part of the business by specifying a period no longer than six months:

(i) when the person has received registration as an animal handling business operator by dishonest
means

(ii) when the contents of the business or implementation method carried out by the person no longer conforms
to the standards specified by Order of the Ministry of the Environment as being those necessary for maintaining the health
and safety of animals and securing any other proper handling of animals as prescribed in Article 12 (1)

(iii) when, in the case where the person has installed an animal facility, the structure, size and
management method for the animal facility of said person no longer conforms to the standards on the structure,

size and management of animal facilities prescribed in Article 12 (1)
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2 Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 18 An animal handling business

operator must, pursuant to the provisions of Order of the Ministry of the Environment, post a sign
stating the name, registration number and any other matters specified by Order of the Ministry of
the Environment in a place that is easily visible to the general public, in each place of business.
' Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 50 A person who fails to post a
sign under Article 18 is punished by a civil fine of not more than one hundred thousand yen.
" Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 8 Article 8A person who sells
animals in the course of trade must endeavor to provide to a purchaser of an animal pertaining to
the sale any necessary explanations regarding the proper methods for caring for and keeping the

animal and must endeavor to ensure that the purchaser understands those methods.
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' Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 47(ii) A person who falls under any

of the following items is punished by a fine-of not-more than two hundred thousand yen:

(i) a person who has failed to make a report under Article 24 (1) or Article 33 (1) or has
made a false report, or who has refused, obstructed, or evaded an inspection under these
provisions

' Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 21 (1) An"animal handling business
operator must comply with the standards specified by Order of the Ministry of the Environment
concerning such matters as the method for the management of the animals handled, in order to
maintain the health and safety of the animals and to prevent the occurrence of impediments in
preserving the living environment.

T Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 21(2) A prefecture or a designated
city may, when it is found necessary judging from the natural and social conditions, formulate
standards to be complied with by animal handling business operators in place of the standards set
forth in the preceding paragraph, by Prefectural Ordinance, in order to maintain the health and

safety of the animals and to prevent the occurrence of impediments in preserving the living

environment.
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128 Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 22(1) An animal handling business

operator must, pursuant to the provisions of Order of the Ministry of the Environment, appoint a
responsible person for animal handling for each place of business in order to properly implement
the work pertaining to-the place.of business.
' Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 22(3) An animal handling business
operator must, pursuant to the provisions of Order of the Ministry of the Environment, have
responsible persons for animal handling receive training for responsible persons for animal handling
(which means training on the knowledge and ability necessary for the work of responsible persons
for animal handling that is provided by the prefectural governor).

P Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 3 The national government and
local governments must, in accordance with the purport of the preceding Article, endeavor to
achieve dissemination and awareness raising with regard to the welfare and proper care of animals

in coordination with each other through educational activities, publicity activities and other similar

activities at such places as schools, communities and homes.
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P! Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 4(1) A Be Kind to Animals Week is

established in order to enhance the interest-and-understanding of citizens in general concerning
the welfare and proper care of-animals, which are living beings.

% Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 4(2) The Be Kind to Animals Week
is to be the period from September 20-through-September 26.

3 Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 5(1) The Minister of the
Environment must formulate basic guidelines for comprehensively promoting measures on the
welfare and management of animals (hereinafter referred to as the "basic guidelines").

P Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 5(2) The basic guidelines is to
provide for the following matters:

() the basic direction concerning the promotion of measures for the welfare and
management of animals

(i) basic matters concerning the formulation of the animal welfare and management
promotion plan prescribed in paragraph (1) of the following Article

(iii) any other important matters concerning the promotion of measures for the welfare
and management of animals

> Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 5(4) The Minister of the
Environment must, when the Minister has formulated or changed the basic guidelines, make them

public without delay.
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°Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 6(1) Each prefecture must formulate

a plan for promoting.measures for the welfare and management of animals in the area of the
prefecture (hereinafter referred to as the "animal welfare and management promotion plan") in
conformity with the basic suidelines.
B Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 6(2) The animal welfare and

management promotion plan is to provide for the following matters:

(i) the basic policy on measures that should be implemented with regard to the welfare
and management of animals

(i) matters concerning measures for achieving the proper care and keeping of animals

(i) matters concerning dissemination and awareness raising with regard to the welfare
and management of animals

(iv) matters concerning the establishment of a necessary framework for implementing
measures for the welfare and management of animals (including securing the coordination of such

entities as the national government, relevant local governments and private bodies)
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138 Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 9 A local government may, pursuant to the
provisions of Prefectural Ordinance, provide guidance to owners and possessors of animals and take any other
necessary measures concerning the care and keeping of animals, so as to maintain the health and safety of animals
and to ensure that animals do not cause trouble to humans.

139 Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 25(1) A prefectural governor may, when the
governor finds that a situation categorized by Order of the Ministry of the Environment is one where the surrounding
living environment has been damaged because of the care and keeping-of a large number of animals, recommend
the person causing the situation to take the necessary measures for removing such situation, by specifying a time limit.

190 Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 25 (3) A prefectural governor may request the
necessary cooperation from the mayors of municipalities (including special wards) (excluding the mayors of
designated cities) with regard to the recommendation or order under the preceding two paragraphs.

141 Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 11(1) A prefectural governor must, when an
application for registration under paragraph (2) of the preceding Article has been filed, register the matters listed in
paragraph (2)(i) to (iii) and (v) of the preceding Article as well as the date of registration and the registration number
in the animal handling business operator registry, except in the case of refusing the registration pursuant to the
provisions of paragraph (1) of the following Article.

192 Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 15A prefectural governor must provide the animal

handling business operator registry for inspection by the general public.
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193 Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 27 (1) A prefectural governor must not grant the
permission set forth in paragraph (1) of the preceding Article unless the governor finds that the application for
permission set forth in the same paragraph conforms to the following items:

(i) the matters listed-in paragraph (2)(v)-and (vi)-of the preceding Article pertaining to said application
conform to the standards concerning the structure and size of the specified animal facilities and to the method for
caring for and keeping the specified animals as specified by Order of the Ministry of the Environment according to
the characteristics of the specified animals.

(i) the applicant does not fall under any of the following categories:

(a) a person-who has been sentenced to a fine or a severer punishment for violation of this Act or a
disposition based on this Act where two years have yet to elapse since the day on which execution of the sentence
has been completed or the sentence has become no longer applicable

(b) a person whose permission has been rescinded pursuant to Article 29.(1) where two years have yet
to elapse since the day of such disposition

144 Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 29 A prefectural governor may, when a specified
animal caretaker falls under any of the following items, rescind the permission:

(i) when the person has received permission to be a specified animal caretaker by dishonest means

(i) when the structure or size of the specified animal facility or the method for caring or keeping the
specified animals of said person no longer conforms to the standards prescribed in Article 27 (1)(i)

195 Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 32 In the case where a specified animal caretaker
has violated the provisions of the preceding Article or has violated the conditions attached pursuant to the
provisions of Article 27 (2) (including as applied mutatis mutandis pursuant to Article 28 (2)), the prefectural governor
may, if the governor finds it necessary for preventing specified animals from causing an infringement on the life,
body or property of humans, order said person to improve the method for caring for or keeping the specified

animals or take other necessary measures.
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' Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 33 (1) A prefectural governor may,

within the limit necessary forimplementing the provisions of Articles 26 to 29 and the preceding
two Articles, request a specified-animal caretaker to make reports on the status of specified animal
facilities, the method for the management of the specified animals handled and other necessary
matters or have prefectural officials enter the places where the specified animal facilities of the
specified animal caretaker are established or other relevant places and inspect the specified animal
facilities or other items. (2) The provisions of Article 24 (2) and (3) apply mutatis mutandis to entry
and inspection under-the preceding paragraph.

" Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 24 (1) A prefectural governor may,
within the limit necessary for implementing the provisions of Articles 10 to 19 and the preceding
three Articles, request an animal handling business operator to make reports on the status of
animal facilities, the method for the management of the animals handled and other necessary
matters or have prefectural officials enter the place of business of the animal handling business
operator or other relevant places and inspect the animal facilities or other items.

Y8 Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 4 1-4 The Minister of the
Environment may, after consultation with the heads of the relevant administrative organs, prescribe

the standards to be complied with regarding the method set forth in paragraph (2) and the

measures set forth in the preceding paragraph.
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Y9 Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 35 (1) Prefectures, etc. (which

means prefectures, designated cities, core cities set forth in Article 252-22 (1) of the Local
Autonomy Act [hereinafter referred to as "core cities"] and other cities specified by Cabinet Order
[including special wards; the same applies-hereinafter]) must take custody. of a dog or cat when so
requested by its-owner. In this case, the prefectural governor, etc. (which means the heads of the
prefecture, etc.; the same applies hereinafter) may designate the place where the dog or cat is to
be taken into custody. (2) The provisions of the preceding paragraph apply mutatis mutandis to
the case where a prefecture, etc. is requested to take custody. of a dog-or cat of which the owner
is unknown by its finder or any other person. (3) A prefectural governor may seek the necessary
cooperation from the mayor of a municipality (including a special ward) (excluding the mayor of a
designated city, core city or a city specified by Cabinet Order set forth in paragraph (1)) concerning
custody of a dog or cat under paragraph (1) (including as applied mutatis mutandis pursuant to the
preceding paragraph; the same applies in paragraphs (5) and (6)). (4) A prefectural govemnor, etc.
may delegate custody of dogs and cats to an organization established for the purpose of animal
welfare.
% Act on Welfare and Management of Animals, Article 40 (1) In the case where an animal
must be destroyed, a method that minimizes as much as possible the pain and distress to the

animal must be used.
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133 Dog Control Act 1996, Article 4 The objects of this Act are—
(a) to make better provision for the care and control of dogs—
() by requiring the registration of dogs; and
(ii) by making special provision in relation to dangerous dogs and menacing dogs; and
(i) by imposing on the owners of dogs, obligations designed to ensure that dogs do not cause a
nuisance to any person and do not injure, endanger, or cause distress to any person; and
(iv) by imposing on owners of dogs obligations designed to ensure that dogs do not injure, endanger,
or cause distress to any stock, poultry, domestic animal, or protected wildlife; and

(b) to make provision in relation to damage caused by dogs.
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3% Dog Control-Act 1996, Article 36 (1) Except as provided in subsections-(2)-and (3), every person who
owns a dog shall make an application to the territorial authority in whose district the dog'is ordinarily kept to register
the dog not later than the first day of every registration year.

(1A) Every-person who owns a dog classified as a working dog under paragraph (b)(ii) of the definition
of working dog in section 2 must identify the dog accordingly in the application to register the dosg.

(2) Where a dog is of the age of 3 months or less, the application to register the dog shall be made
before the dog attains the age of 3 months.

135 Dog Control Act 1996, Article 36A (2) The owner of the dog must, for the purpose of providing
permanent identification of the dog, arrange for the dog to be implanted with a functioning microchip transponder
of the prescribed type and in the prescribed manner.

(3A) A certificate issued by a veterinarian under subsection (3)Xb)ii) must include the following information:
(@) the unique identifier of the microchip transponder (if subsection (3XbXiiXA) applies); and

(b) the name and sex of the dog; and

() a physical description of the dog, which may include the breed, the colour, and any distinguishing marks; and
(d) if the dog is registered, the registration number of the label or disc issued for the dog; and

(e) the name, date of birth, and address of the owner of the dog.
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® Dog Control Act 1996, Article 41 Every person commits an offence and is liable on

conviction to a fine not exceeding $3,000 who, in making an-application for the registration of a dog,
makes any written statement knowing that statement to-be false.

57 SuanAeniuasinausena Ussdriui 20 wquniau 2567 Temunasuvsusinalye

® Dog Control Act 1996, Article 46(2) The owner of the dog shall'ensure that the label
or disc issued by the territorial-authority is attached to a collar worn on the neck of the dog so
registered.

"% Dog Control Act 1996, Article 46(3) If the authority is satisfied that a current label or
disc for any dog has been lost, stolen, damaged, or destroyed, it shall, on receipt of the
appropriate fee, issue a replacement label or disc.

' Dog Control Act 1996, Article 46(4) Every person commits an offence and is liable on
conviction to a fine not exceeding $3,000 who procures or attempts to procure a replacement
label or disc for any dog knowing that a current label or disc for that dog has not been lost or
stolen.

" Dog Control Act 1996, Article 41A Every person commits an offence and is liable on
conviction to a fine not exceeding $3,000 who makes any written statement to a territorial

authority to the effect that a dog is dead knowing that statement to be false.
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162 pog Control Act 1996, Article 49

(1) Where the owner of-any dog changes his or her address within the district of a territorial authority,
he or she shall, within 14 days, give notice in writing of his or her change of address to the territorial authority.

(2) Where any dog is transferred to and is kept, for a period of 1 month ar more, in any territorial
authority district other than-that.in which'it has-been kept, the owner shall, within 6 weeks of the transfer, give
notice in writing of the transfer to the territorial authority in whose district the dog hasbeen kept and to the
territorial authority to whose district the dog is transferred, setting out the-address at which the dog will ordinarily
be kept.

(3) Where the dog is registered, the territorial authority or territorial authorities concerned shall,
without fee, record the changes in its register or their registers, and the territorial authority in whose district the
dog is ordinarily to be kept shall, without fee, issue a new label or disc for the dog.

(4) Every person commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $500 who
fails to comply with subsection (1) or subsection (2).

163 Dog Control Act 1996, Article 48

(1) Where the ownership of any dog is changed, any registration of the dog shall continue in force,
but the previous owner and the new owner shall each within 14 days give written notice to the territorial authority
or territorial authorities concerned of the change of ownership and of the residential address of the new owner
and the address at which the dog will ordinarily be kept.

(3) Every person commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $500 who

fails to comply with the requirements of subsection (1).
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1ot Wellington Consolidated Bylaw 2008 : Part 2 — Animals, clause 2.2.3.

' Auckland City Council Dog Control Bylaw 2009, clause 12.5.1

' Christchurch City Dog Control Bylaw 2008, clause (5) 2
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" Dog Control Act 1996, Article 52

(1) The owner of any dog shall keep-that dog under control at all times.

(2) Without limiting the generality of subsection (1), a dog shall, for the purposes of
this Act, be deemed to be not under control—

(a) if it.is found at large on any land or premises other than a public place or a private
way without the consent (express or implied) of the-occupier or person in charge of that land or
those premises; or

(b) if it is found at large in-any public place orin any private way in ontravention of
any secondary legislation.

(3) Where a-dogis not under control in terms of subsection(2), the dog control officer
or dog ranger may seize the dog and cause it to be returned to its owner or impounded.

(3A) A dog control officer or dog ranger in fresh pursuit of a dog that has been not
under control in terms of subsection (2) may, at any reasonable time, enter on any land or
premises (except a dwellinghouse) to seize and impound a dog if—

(a) the dog is identified by the dog control officer or dog ranger; and

(b) the dog is not under the control of any person or otherwise constrained; and

(c) no person, other than a person under the age of 16 years, is present.

' Dog Control Act 1996, Article 53
(1) Every person commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not

exceeding $3,000 who, being the owner of a dog, fails to keep that dog under control.
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' Dog Control Act 1996, Article 52A
(1) This section applies when-a-dog-is-on-land-or premises occupied by its owner.
(2) The owner of a dog must, at-all times, ensure that either—
(a) the-dog is under the direct control-of a person; or
(b) the dog is confined within the land or premises in such a manner that it cannot
freely leave the land or premises.
(3) Every person commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not
exceeding $3,000 who fails to comply with subsection (2).
"% Dog Control Act 1996, Article 54
(1) The owner of any dog shall—
(a) ensure that the dog receives proper care and attention and is supplied with
proper and sufficient food, water, and shelter; and
(b) ensure that the dog receives adequate exercise.
(2) Every person commits an offence and is liable on conviction to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding 3 months or to a fine not exceeding $5,000 who, being the owner of any dog,

fails to comply with subsection (1).
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" Dog Control Act 1996, Article 54A
(1) The owner of a dog must carry.aleash when'in a public place if—
(a) the dog is with the owner; and
(b) the dog is.not otherwise required to be controlled on a leash by or under this
Act or any other enactment.
(2) Every person commits an-offence-and-is liable on conviction'to a fine not
exceeding $500 who, being the owner of a dog, fails to comply with subsection (1).
"> Dog Control Act 1996, Article 62
(1) This section applies to a dog owned by a person and known by the person to—
(a) be dangerous; or
(b) have attacked any person or any stock or poultry or property of any kind.
(2) The person must not allow the dog to be at large or in any public place or private
way, except when confined completely within a vehicle or cage, without being—
(@) muzzled in such a manner as to prevent the dog from biting but to allow it to
breathe and drink without obstruction; and
(b) controlled on a leash (except when in a dog exercise area specified in a bylaw
made under section 20(1)(d)).
(4) Every person who contravenes subsection (2) commits an offence and is liable on
conviction to a fine not exceeding $3,000, and the court may, on convicting the person, make an

order for the destruction of the dos.
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' Dog Control Act 1996; Article 55
(1) Where a dog control officer or dog ranger has received a complaint and has
reasonable grounds for believing that-a-nuisance-is-being created by the persistent and loud
barking or howling of any-dog, the dog control officer or dog
ranger may—
(a) enter.at any reasonable time upon the land or premises, other than a
dwellinghouse, on which the dog is kept, to inspect the conditions under
which the dog is kept; and
(b) whether or not the dog control officer or dog ranger makes such entry, give the
owner of the dog a written notice requiring that person to make such reasonable provision on the
property to abate the nuisance as shall be specified in the notice or, if considered necessary, to
remove the dog from the land or premises.
(2) Any person on whom notice is served under subsection (1) may, within 7 days of
the receipt of the notice, object in writing to the territorial authority against
the requirements of that notice.
(7) Every person commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not

exceeding $1,500 who, having been served with a notice under this section,—
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' Dog Control Act 1996, Article 58 The owner of any dog that attacks any person or any

protected wildlife and causes—

(a) serious injury to-any person;.or

(b) the death of any-protected wildlife; or

(c) such injury to any protected wildlife that it becomes necessary to destroy

the animal to terminate its suffering,—

commits ‘an offence andis liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 3 years or a fine not exceeding $20,000, or both, and the court shall, on convicting the
owner, make an order for the destruction of the dog unless satisfied that the circumstances of the
attack were exceptional and do not justify-destruction.

' Dog Control Act 1996, Article 64 (1) If the District Court makes an order for the

destruction of any dog, any person having custody or control of the dog must—

(a) cause the dog to be destroyed immediately; and

(b) produce to the territorial authority within 1 month a certificate issued by a
veterinarian, or a dog control officer or dog ranger, certifying that the dog has been destroyed.

(2) Where any such person does not cause the dog to be destroyed forthwith, any
constable, dog control officer, or dog ranger may seize and destroy the dog.

(6) A person who fails to comply with subsection (1) commits an offence and is liable

on conviction to a fine not exceeding $3,000.
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" Dog Control Act 1996, Article 10(4) In adopting a policy under this section, the

territorial authority must have regard to—

(a) the need to minimise danger, distress, and nuisance to the community generally; and

(b) the need to avoid the inherent danger in allowing dogs to have uncontrolled
access to public places that are frequented by children, whether or not the children are
accompanied by adults; and

(0) the importance of enabling, to the extent that is practicable, the public (including
families) to use streets and public amenities without fear of attack or intimidation by dogs; and

(d) the exercise and recreational needs of dogs and their owners.
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""" Dog Control Act 1996, Article 20(1) Any territorial authority may, in accordance with

the Local Government Act 2002, make bylaws for all or any of the following purposes:

(a) prohibiting dogs, whether under control or not, from specified public places:

(b) requiring dogs, other than working dogs, to be controlled on a leash in

specified public places, or in public places in specified areas or parts of the district:

(0) regulating and controlling dogs in-any other public place:

(d) designating specified areas as dog exercise areas:

(e) prescribing minimum standards for the accommodation of dogs:

(f) limiting the number of dogs that-may be kept on any land or premises:

(g) requiring dogs.in its district to be tied up or otherwise confined during a specified
period commencing not earlier than-half an hour after sunset, and ending not later than half an
hour before sunrise:

(h) requiring the owner of any dog that defecates in‘a public place or on landor
premises other than that occupied by the owner to immediately remove the faeces:

(i) requiring any bitch to be confined but adequately exercised while in season:

(j) providing for the impounding of dogs, whether or not they are wearing a collar
having the proper label or disc attached, that are found at large in breach of any bylaw made by
the territorial authority under this or any other Act:

(k) requiring the owner of any dog (being a dog that, on a number of occasions, has
not been kept under control) to cause that dog to be neutered (whether or not the owner of the
dog has been convicted of an offence against section 53):

() any other purpose that from time to time is, in the opinion of the territorial

authority, necessary or desirable to further the control of dogs.
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n. Brazilian Fila

9. Dogo Argentino

f. Japanese Tosa

3. Perro de Presa canario

3. American Pit Bull Terrier
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'"® Dog Control Act 1996, Article 30A Prohibition on import of dogs listed in Schedule 4
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" Dog Control Act 1996, Article 32

(1) f a dog is classified as a dangerous dog under. section 31, the owner of the dog—

(a) must ensure that, from a date not later than 1 month after the receipt of notice
of classification, the dog is kept within a securely fenced portion of the owner’s property that it is
not necessary to enter to obtain access to at least 1 door of any dwelling on the property; and

(b) must not allow the dog to be at large or in any public place or in any private way,
except when confined completely within a vehicle or cage, without being—

(i) muzzled in‘such-a manneras to prevent the dog from biting but to allow it to
breathe and drink without obstruction; and

(c) must produce to the territorial authority, within 1 month after the receipt of
notice of classification, a certificate issued-by-a veterinarian and certifying—

(i)that the dog is or has been neutered; or

(i) that for reasons that are specifiediin the certificate, the dog will not be in a fit
condition to be neutered-before a date specified in the certificate; and

(d) must, if'acertificate under paragraph (c)ii) is produced to the territorial
authority, produce to the territorial authority, within 1 month after the date specified in that
certificate, a further certificate under paragraph (c)(i); and

(e) must, in respect of every registration year commencing after the date of receipt
of the notice of classification, be liable for dog control fees for that dog at 150% of the level that
would apply if the dog were not classified as a dangerous dog; and

(2) Every person who fails to comply with subsection (1) commits an offence and is
liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $3,000.
"% Dog Control Act 1996, Article 32A
(1) Every classification as a dangerous dog under section 31 is in force throughout New

Zealand.
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' Dog Control Act 1996, Article 33A
(1) This section applies to a dog that—
(a) has not been classified as a dangerous dog under section 31; but
(b) a territorial authority-considers may pose a threat to any person, stock, poultry,
domestic animal, or protected-wildlife because of—
() any observed or reported behaviour of the dog; or
(i) any characteristics typically associated with the dog’s breed or type.
(2) A territorial authority may, for the purposes of section 33E(1)(a), classify a dog to
which this section-applies as a menacing dog.
(3) If a dog'is classified as a menacing dog under subsection (2), the teritorial
authority must immediately give written notice in the prescribed form to the owner of—
182 pog Control Act 1996, Atticle 33EC
(1) Every person who fails to comply-with section 33E(1) or 33EB commits an offence and is liable
on conviction to a fine not exceeding $3,000.
(2) If a person fails to comply with section 33E(1) or 33EB, a dog control officer or dog ranger may—
(a) seize and remove the dog concerned from the person’s possession; and
(b) retain custody of the dog until—
(i) the dog control officer or dog ranger is satisfied that the person has demonstrated a willingness to

comply with section 33E(1) or 33EB (as the case may be); or
(i)) the dog is disposed of under section 71A.

183 pog Control Act 1996, Article 33EA

(1) Every classification as a menacing dog under section 33A or 33C is in force throughout New Zealand.

(2) This section is for the avoidance of doubt.
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"% Dog Control Act 1996, Article 25

(1) Aterritorial authority: must disqualify a person from being an owner of a dog if—

(a) the person-commits 3 or more infringement: offences (not relating to a single
incident or occasion) within a continuous period of 24 months; or (b) the person is convicted of an
offence (not being an infringement offence) against this Act; or

(b) the infringement fee specified on the infringement notice in respect of the
offence issued to the person under section 66 has been paid.

(3) A disqualification under subsection (1) continues in force for a period specified by
the territorial authority not exceeding 5 years from the date of the third
infringement offence or offences (as the case may be) in respect of which the person is
disqualified.
"% Dog Control Act 1996, Article 28 (5) Every person commits an offence and is liable on

conviction to a fine not exceeding $3,000.
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'% Dog Control Act 1996; Article 11
(1) Every territorial-authority shall appoint 1 or-more dog control officers or enter into
an agreement under section 16(2) forthe provision-of the services of a dog/control officer in its
district, and may-appoint-such other staff as-it.considers necessary for the purposes of this Act.
(2) No person shall beappointed as a dog control officer unless the territorial
authority or the person making the appointment on behalf of the territorial authority is satisfied,
having regard to the education and experience of the person to be appointed, that that person is
competent to perform the duties and exercise the powers of a dog control officer under this Act.
" Dog Control Act 1996, Article 12
(1) Any territorial authority may appoint 1 or more dog rangers.
(2) Any person may be appointed as a dog ranger in an honorary capacity.
198 Dog Control Act 1996, Article 16 (2) Any 2 or more territorial authorities may enter into
a written agreement whereby the services of the dog control officer or officers or dog ranger or
rangers employed by any of those authorities are made available to any other of those
authorities; and in any such case the dog control officer or officers or dog ranger or rangers shall
be entitled to exercise his or her or their powers in the districts of each such authority as if he or

she or they were employed by that authority.
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189 Dog Control Act 1996, Article 14 (1) Where any dog control officer has good cause to suspect that an
offence against this Act or against any bylaw made under this Act is being committed on any land or premises,
the dog control officer, and all persons he or she calls to his or her assistance, may enter at any reasonable time
onto the land or premises—

(a) to inspect any dog for the time being appearing to be kept on that land or premises or to inspect
the conditions in which any such dog is kept; and

(b) if authorised under any-other provision-of this Act, to-seize or take custody of any dog on the
land or premises.

(2) Where any dog control officer has good cause to suspect that an offence against this Act or
against any bylaw made under this Act has, at any time in the pre-ceding 6 months, been committed in respect
of any dog for the time being appearing to be kept onany land or premises, the dog control officer, and all
persons he or she calls to. his or her assistance, may enter at any reasonable time onto the land or premises—

(a) to inspect any dog on the land or premises; and

(b) if authorised under any other provision of this Act, to seize or take custody of any dog on the
land or premises.

190 Dog Control Act 1996, Article 15 (1) A dog control officer-or dog ranger who has reasonable grounds
to suspect that a dog is without access to proper and sufficient food, water, or shelter may enter on any land or
premises where the dog is present and do 1 or more of the following things:

(a) supply the dog with food, water, or shelter:

(b) enter onto the land or premises from time to time to continue to supply the dog with food,
water, or shelter:

(c) seize the dog and remove it from the land or premises.

(2) A dog may be seized and removed under subsection (1)c) only if the dog control officer or dog ranger—

(a) is satisfied that the dog is without access to proper and sufficient food, water, or shelter; and

(b) has reasonable cause to suspect that (but for the food, water, or shelter supplied by the dog
control officer or dog ranger) the dog will not be given access to proper and sufficient food, water, or shelter

within the next 24 hours.
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%1 Dog Control Act 1996, Article 19 (1) A constable, dog control officer, or dog ranger may, for the
purposes of this Act, request the following persons to state his or her full name, date of birth, address, telephone
contact number, and place of work (if applicable):

(a) any person appearing to be in-charge of adog; or

(b) any person appearing to be the occupier of any land or premises on which a dog for the time
being is being kept.

(1A) If a person referred to in subsection (1)(@) or (b) claims not to be-the owner of the dog, the
person must state the name, address, and place of work of the owner of the dog (if known).

(2) Every person commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $3,000 who,
without reasonable excuse, fails or refuses to comply with a‘lawful request under subsection (1), or wilfully
provides false information in response to a request to provide the information.

192 Dog Control Act 1996, Article 19A

(1) A constable, dog control-officer, or dog ranger may, for the purposes of this Act, request the owner of a
dog to state the name, gender, and a description of the dog:

(2) Every person commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $3,000 who,
without reasonable excuse, fails to comply with a lawful request under subsection (1), or wilfully provides false
information in response to a request to provide the information.

19% Dog Control Act 1996, Article 13

(1) Every dog control officer and dog ranger shall be supplied by his or her employer with a warrant of
appointment as a dog control officer or dog ranger, as the case may be, and that warrant shall clearly show the district
or districts in respect of which the dog control officer or dog ranger may exercise his or her powers.

(2) Every dog control officer or dog ranger who exercises or purports to exercise any power conferred
by this Act shall carry, and shall produce if required to do so, his or her warrant of appointment and evidence of

his or her identity.
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% Dog Control Act 1996, Article 34
(1) Every territorial authority shall keep a register of all dogs registered with it-under this Act.
(2) The register shall contain-the following information-in respect of each dog:
a) the full.name, date of birth, and address of the owner of the dog:
b) the address at which the dog is ordinarily kept:
©) a description of the dog, which may include the breed, colour, and any distinguishing marks:
d) the age of the dog:

(
(
(
(
(da) whether the dog is a working dog within the meaning of paragraph
(b)(ii) of the definition of working dog in section 2:
(e) whether the dog is classified as a dangerous dog under section 31:
(ea) whether the dog is classified as a menacing dog under section 33A or section 33C and the relevant
provision under which the classification is made:

(f) the sex of the dog, including whether the dog is neutered or not:

(g) a description of any tattoo, or the unique identifier of any microchip transponder, that provides permanent
identification of the dog:

(h) the registration number of the collar, label, or disc issued for that dog:

(i) such other relevant information as the territorial authority considers necessary for the purposes of this Act.

(6) A territorial authority may comply with this section by entering the required information directly

into the national dog control information database referred to in section 35A.
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195 Dog Control Act 1996, Article 35
(1) The territorial authority shall not disclose, otherwise than in accordance with this section,
information which is recorded in the register established under section 34 or in any-application for registration
under section 36.
196 Dog Control-Act 1996, Article 37
(1) The dog control fees payable to a territorial authority shall be those reasonable fees prescribed
by resolution of that authority for the registration and control of dogs under this Act.
(2) Any resolution.made under subsection (1) may—
(a) fix fees for neutered dogs that are lower than the fee for dogs that have not been neutered:
(b) fix fees for working dogs that are lower than the fee for any other dog, and may limit the
number of working dogs owned by any person which qualify for lower fees under this section:
(c) fix different fees for the various classes of working dogs:
(d) fix fees for dogs under a specified age (not exceeding 12 months) that are lower than the fee
that would otherwise be payable for those dogs:
(e) fix, for any dog that is registered by any person who demonstrates to the satisfaction of any
dog control officer that that person has a specified level of competency in terms of responsible dog ownership, a
fee that is lower than the fee that would otherwise be payable for that dog:
(f) fix by way of penalty, subject to subsection (3), an additional fee, for the registration on or
after the first day of the second month of the registration year or such later date as the authority may fix, of any

dog that was required to be registered on the first day of that registration year:
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7 Dog Control Act 1996, Article 40
(2) Where the territorial authority fixes a fee for the registration of a neutered dog that is lower than
that fixed for a dog that has not been neutered, any person claiming to register a neutered dog shall, if so
required by the territorial. authority, produce to the territorial authority a certificate issued by a veterinarian and
certifying that the dog has been neutered.
1%8 Dog Control Act 1996, Article 39
(1) Where the fee for the registration of any dog for any year is paid and the dog dies before the
commencement of or during that year; the territorial authority shall-refund, upon request, in the case of a dog
that dies before the commencement of the year, the full fee paid, and, in the case of a dog that dies during the
year, the appropriate part of that fee.
(2) The part fee refundable under subsection (1) shall be calculated on the basis of the number of
complete months remaining in the registration year after the date of the request for the refund.
199 Dog Control Act 1996, Article 46
(1) On receipt of the properly completed application form and the applicable dog control fee, the
territorial authority shall, unless the registration of that dog in the ownership of that person would be in breach of
section 23 or section 28, issue to the owner of the dog a receipt for the fee paid and a label or disc for the
registration year, and, upon the issue of such label or disc, registration shall be deemed to have been duly made.
200 Dog Control Act 1996, Article 47 Every registration made under this Act shall be in force throughout

New Zealand.
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21 Dog Control-Act 1996, Article 67 Every territorial authority, either singly-orjointly with any 1 or more
other territorial authorities, shall make such provision as is necessary for the proper custody, care, and exercise of
dogs impounded, ‘seized, or committed to its custody orthe custody of a dog control officer or dog ranger under
this Act, and for that purpose may—

(a) establish, maintain, and-operate a dog pound either separately or in association with any pound
established under any other Act:

(b) enter into an agreement with any person, upon such terms and conditions
as it thinks fit, for that person to provide proper custody, care, and exercise for such dogs.

292 Dog Control Act 1996, Article 68 (1) Any territorial authority may from time to time set reasonable

poundage fees and reasonable fees for the following matters:

(a) the seizure of dogs by dog control officers or dog rangers under this Act:

(b) the sustenance of any dog impounded under this Act:

(c) the destruction of any dog impounded under this Act.

(2) The amount of any fee referred to in subsection (1) shall be such as may from time to time be
fixed by resolution of the territorial authority, which resolution shall be publicly notified, at least 14 days before

the resolution comes into effect, in a newspaper circulating in the district of the territorial authority.
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203 Dog Control Act 1996, Article 69

(2) As soon as practicable after any dog has been.impounded, the territorial authority shall, in the
case of a dog wearing a current registration label or disc or where the owner of the dog is known through some
other means, give written notice to the owner that the dog has been impounded and that unless the dog is
claimed and any fee paid within 7 days of the receipt of that notice, it may be sold, destroyed, or otherwise
disposed of in such manner as the territorial authority thinks fit; and after the expiry of that period the territorial
authority may so dispose of the dosg.

(3) Where the owner of the dog is not known and cannot be identified from the dog registration
label or disc, the territorial authority may, after the expiration of 7 days after the date of seizure of the dog, sell,
destroy, or otherwise dispose of the dog in such manner as it thinks fit.

(4) The proceeds of the sale of any dog under subsection (2) or subsection (3) may be applied by
the territorial authority towards any fees payable to it under this Act by the owner of the dog, and any surplus

shall be paid into the dog control account of the territorial authority.
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