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Abstract

This independent study aims to (1) examine the concepts and theories related to negligent
acts, punishment theories, and traffic laws; (2) compare the laws of Thailand with those of Singapore and
the Commonwealth of Australia, specifically the state of South Australia, regarding the offense of negligent
driving; (3) study and analyze legal issues related to the offense of negligent driving; and (4) propose
recommendations for amending laws related to negligent driving offenses to improve their effectiveness.

The research methods used in this study is qualitative research and the field of this study is to
research all relevant legal evidence from Thai and a group of international study; namely, legal cases,
laws and regulations, previous journals, and other essential information.

The study found that (1) in theory, negligent acts are classified into two categories: conscious
negligence and unconscious negligence. (2) The laws of Singapore and the Commonwealth of Australia,
spedifically the state of South Australia, define two categories of offenses related to negligent driving:
careless driving and reckless or. dangerous driving: The penalties are variable, depending on the severity
of the damage caused, with additional penalties for repeat offenses. (3) Thailand’s Land Traffic Act B.E.
2522 (1979) does not explicitly provide penalties for negligent driving or driving in a manner that clearly
disregards the safety of others, resulting in harm to life or bodily injury. Instead, such acts are considered
negligence, subject to liability under the Penal Code. This situation presents three legal issues: 1. Defining
the offense of negligent driving, 2. Increasing penalties for repeat negligent driving offenses, and 3. Imposing
cumulative penalties for repeated negligent driving offenses. (4) There should be specific provisions in the
Land Traffic Act B.E. 2522 (1979) addressing driving that causes harm to the life or body of others, including
repeat offenses, and granting courts the authority to impose additional penalties for negligent driving or

driving in a manner that clearly disregards the safety of others.

Keywords : Negligent Acts, Traffic Laws, Criminal Liability
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uvt Jee3. Uszymlngasle. i 71,

“ Rupert Cross and Philip Asterley Jones. An Introduction to criminal Law. (seventh edition). Bristol :

JW.Arrowsmith Ltd. 1972. pp.46-47. enslu uvi J9a3. Uszumlngasla. wih 72.
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o

*“* Andrew Ashworth. Principle of criminal law. (fifth edition). New York : Oxford University Press. 2006. p.185.

gnslu tuvt 5963, Ussumlneasle. wih 73,
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** John Smith. Smith & Hogan Criminal Law. p.78. 619ku wuv jﬂﬂ%‘. Vs mlagaaly. wih 74.
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** Andrew Ashworth. Principle of criminal law. p.185. 819l tun jdﬂ%‘. Uszamlagesls. wih 75.
¥« Foafeaiu”

* Jonathan Herring. Criminal Law : Text, Cases and Materials. pp.150-151. 1lu tusi jﬂﬂ%. Ussumlagasly. win 76.
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*' Richard Card. Card Cross and Jones Criminal Law. (twelfth edition). London : Butterworths. 1992. p.67. 814y
Wun eers. Uszumlngadls. wih 76.

* Andrew Ashworth. Principle of criminal law. p.182. 819l tun jdﬂ%‘. Uszamlagesls. wih 75.

* Jonathan Herring. Criminal Law : Text, Cases and Materials. p.152. 919l v jﬂﬂ%‘. Uszarmlagadle. wih 76.
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55 o a [T
LIDALAYINU

* Andrew Ashworth. Principle of criminal law. p.182. 819l tuv jﬂﬂ%‘. Uszamlagedla. wih 77
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* Andrew Ashworth. Principle of criminal law. p.185. 819l tun jﬂﬂ%‘. Uszamlagedla. wih 77.
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“ «Zgqfeatiu” win 8l.
" Uollb first class law notes. Elliott v C (A Minor) (1983). May 30, 2024. Retrieved from :
https://uollb.com/blog/cases/elliott-v-c-a-minor-1983-criminal-law.

” Digestiblenotes. ELLIOTT V C (1983) 1 WLR 939. May 30, 2024. Retrieved from :

https://digestiblenotes.com/law/criminal_cases/mensrea.php#stephenson.
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* Andrew Ashworth. Principle of criminal law. p.185. 813bu tuvi $3¢3. Uszarmlngaala. wih 82,
* Uollb first class law notes. R v G (2003). May 30, 2024. Retrieved from : https://uollb.com/blog/cases/r-v-g-2003-
criminal-law.

“yAiesh Jugniivg. Mesvienguuigerg Maaly. wih 217.
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" Supreme Court Judgments. Chen Song v Public Prosecutor and other appeals [2024] SGHC 129. June 1, 2024.
Retrieved from : https://www.elitigation.sg/ed/s/2024 SGHC 129
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""" Road Traffic Act 1961 section 67 and 70(4)
" Road Traffic Act 1961 section 43(1)(b)
" Road Traffic Act 1961 section 43(3) If any person who under the provisions of this Act is disqualified from

holding or obtaining a driving licence applies for or obtains a driving licence while he or she is so disqualified,
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he or she shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $5,000 and the

driving licence obtained by him or her is of no effect.
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