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Abstract

This independent study aims to (1) study the concepts and theories relating to the principles
of checks and balances in the exercise of power; (2) examine the legal measures regarding checks
and balances in the exercise of power by external entities, focusing on cases where an order is issued
denying a matter for consideration and a resolution declares an allegation baseless, with a
comparison between independent entities in the Republic of Singapore, Hong Kong, and New South
Wales in Australia and the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) in Thailand; (3) analyze the
legal issues surrounding the lack of external checks and balances on the NACC when it issues orders
denying matters for consideration and resolves that allegations are baseless; and (4) propose
corrective guidelines for improving legal measures to ensure proper checks and balances on the
exercise of power by the NACC in-such cases.

This study /is qualitative research, conducted- through documentary “analysis of laws,
research papers, articles, and other related documents, to explore legal measures for ensuring checks
and balances on the exercise of power by external entities.

The results reveal that (1) the principles of the rule of law, separation of powers, and
checks and balances are designed to prevent any single entity from wielding excessive power; (2)
independent entities in Singapore, Hong Kong, and New South Wales have established mechanisms
for external checks and balances on the exercise of power; (3) in the case of the NACC, there is
currently no external oversight when it issues orders denying matters for consideration and resolves
that allegations are baseless; (4) the study recommends introducing legal measures to establish
extermnal checks and balances on the NACC, such as appointing an Operations Review Committee to

ensure that the NACC's exercise of power aligns with the principles of proper oversight.

Keywords : Rule of Law, Principles of Checks and Balances, NACC
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9 Transparency International the global coalition against corruption. CORRUPTION
PERCEPTIONS INDEX. June 7, 2024. Retrieved from: https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/
2023/index/aus.

» Independent Commission Against Corruption. Independence and accountability.
June 7,2024. Retrieved from: https://www.icac.nsw.gov.au/about-the-nsw-icac/independence-and-
accountability.
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% Independent Commission Against Corruption. Employees of the ICAC. June 7,2024.
Retrieved from: https://www.icac.nsw.gov.au/about-the-nsw-icac/organisational-
structure/employees-of-the-icac.
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1ot Independent Commission Against Corruption. Organisational structure. June
7,2024. Retrieved from: https://www.icac.nsw.gov.au/about-the-nsw-icac/organisational-structure.
102 Independent Commission Against Corruption. /Investigation process. June 7,2024.

Retrieved from: https://www.icac.nsw.gov.au/investigations/investigation-process.
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