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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study (1) utilization of forest resources and
forest land, and their opinions on the loss of the forest land in Joporo Sub-District; (2) the
evolution of their pioneering in the forest land, and their living at present; and (3) opinions and
needs of people for the solution to the decrease of the forest land.

The population in this study were people in 362 families who lived in Moo 6,7 and
8 under Joporo Sub-District, Kra Buri District, Ranong Province. The samples were selected
by using simple random sampling methodology, accounting of 185 families. Hence, there were
16 persons who were selected by using specific random sampling methodology as the ones who
could give in-depth information, and 8 persons for group discussion. The instruments used to
collect the data were a questionnaire, an interview form, group discussion, informal
conversation, and participatory observation. The statistical methodology used to analyze the
data were percentage, and descriptive analysis.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) Forest was still related to the living
of people who lived in the forest land, 71.89% of the samples had utilized the forest land, such
as water supply, wood for house construction, wild vegetables, wild fruits, and wild animal
hunted to be their food or to be sold. (2) Nevertheless, the forest land utilization was decreased
because of the deterioration of the forest compared to the forest land utilization in the last 10
years. (3) Considering their opinions on the forest land utilization, it was found that there were
two main characteristics of the utilization, these were a large amount of trees were cut illegally,
and the forest land was trespassed in order to be occupied. The important cause was the
overlap between the forest land and their agricultural area resulting from the trespass in the
past, and these problems had not been solved tangibly and efficiently. The important reason of
the trespass was their poverty and their lack of agricultural area, seeking to gain profit illegally
of capitalists, the population increase, and the lack of awareness of the forest conservation.

Keywords: Opinion, Forest land utilization, Forest resource utilization, Ranong Province
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