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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) basic economic and social conditions of the
agricultural learning centers’ committees 2) opinions on the operation of the agricultural learning centers 3)
problems in the operation of the centers 4) needs and development guidelines in the operation of the
centers.

The population of this study was 286 committees of the agricultural learning centers in all 15
districts of Nan province. The sample size of 167 people was determined by using Taro Yamane formula with
the error value of 0.05 through simple random sampling method by using lotto picking. Data were collected
by using interview form. Data analysis was done by-applying statistics such as frequency, percentage, minimum
value, maximum value, standard deviation, and ranking.

The results of the research found that 1) 85.6 percent of the ALC committees were male with
the average age of 54.20 years old, 68.3 percent completed high school education level, 44.9 percent were
leader farmers who participated:-through the suggestion-of agricultural extension officers and needed new and
additional agricultural knowledge. They held no social position, received news via agricultural extension
officers, owned the average land of 2.2 Rai, worked on integrated farming, and all of them used mobile phone
in media receiving. 2) The committees expressed their opinions in the operation of the ALC at the high level
on knowledge base which aligned with knowledge curriculum-the cooperation and connection of the ALC and
other networks, knowledge transfer to interested individuals, knowledge process management the leader
farmers and the field trips, and the summary of the performances and report in the development of the ALC.
3) The problem'in the operation at the high level was on theissue of management to drive the operation
such as the meeting -connecting between ALCs and the collective farming. 4) The need for the extension in
the aspect of developing farmers to entrepreneur. The most needed media was person media such as private
sector officers and government officers, publication media from poster, electronic media, and social media
from radio. The needed the extension method such as field trip. The extension guidelines and development
for the operation of the agricultural learning center included the extension through the government officers
cooperated with private agencies as trainers for knowledge in developing farmers to entrepreneurs, field trip,

poster creation, and information distribution through radio.

Keywords : Extension guideline, Development, Agricultural Leaming Center (ALO)
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