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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) basic personal, social, and economic conditions of farmers 2) mulberry
cultivation condition, sericulture, and weaving of farmers 3) knowledge and knowledge resources regarding sericulture occupation of
farmers 4) opinions and needs for extension in sericulture occupation 5) problems, suggestions, internal environment, external
environment, and extension guidelines for sericulture occupation.of farmers.

The population of this research was 83 farmers who worked in sericulture occupation in Chiang Mai province who
received the extension guidelines for the sericulture occupation from Queen Sirikit Sericulture center, Chiang Mai province in 2022.
Data were collected from the entire population through conducting interview and focus group with farmer representatives and public
officers with the total number of 27 people. Statistics applied in data analysis included frequency, percentage, minimum value,
maximum value, mean, standard deviation, ranking, and classification.

The results of the research found that (1) farmers had the average age of 55.89 years old and had the labor in sericulture
of 1 people. The average annual household income was 123,744.58 Baht and the average income from sericulture was 31,768.07
Baht. (2) Farmers had the average experience in mulberry cultivation of 13.57 years, had the average mulberry cultivation area of 1.72
Rai. 41.90% of them grew Buriram 60 mulberry and 27.90% grew Chiang Mai mulberry. Regarding the sericulture conditions, it
revealed that the farmers had the average experience of 22.94 years, had the amount of 4 generation/ year of sericulture, and had the
average cocoon productivity of 126.67 kilograms. For the weaving conditions, it revealed that the farmers had the average experience of
26.24 years, 75.80% weaved for personal selling, had the average number of silk of 26.67 meters, had the average amount of silk of 6.51
pieces. (3) Knowledge of farmers were at the high level. Knowledge resources, overall, were at the moderate level especially receiving
from personal media. (4) The opinions about sericulture were at the highest level especially on the aspect that farmers were happy and
satisfied with their occupation. The needs for sericulture occupation extension were at the high level especially on the needs for marketing
at the highest level. (5) The problems regarding sericulture occupation were at the moderate level with the most problematic issue on
marketing regarding non variety product distribution channel, small number of market in support of the products, and limited needs.
Suggestions were at the high level especially on the aspect that there should be the extension on expansion of more variety of product

distribution channels.

Keywords :  Sericulture occupation extension, sericulture, silk
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