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Abstract

The objectives of this research ~were to “study 1) personal and socio-econom ic situations of
farm ers, 2) farm ing situations and problem s of farm ers, 3) know ledge and practice of farm ers in accordance with
new theory agriculture principle, 4) needs and suggestion |of farm ers in new theory agriculture operations, and
(5) an extension guideline of new theory agriculture operations.

The was a survey wresearch, the population was 431 farm ers in Sida District, Nakhon Ratchasim a
Province who participated in one of three new theory agriculture projects such as 1) One Sub -district One New
Theory Agriculture Group, 2) Five Cooperation for Continuing New “Theory Agriculture, and 3) Khok Nong Na
Model. The samjples were calculated by using Taro Yam ane’s form ula with an error level of 0.05 accounting for
208 farm ers and selected by wusing stratified —sam-pling method based on population group and sim ple random
sam pling method “within each group. The data were collected by a structural dntefview and analyzed to
determ ine frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, minim um and. maxim um values. The SW OT
Analysis was also applied.

The research  findings showed that 1) 52.4 per cent of farm ers had an average age of 59.55 years
old and nearly a half of them finished higher secondary education. They-had averages of 4.03 farm labors and
33.82 years of farming experience. Most of them received knowledge of new theory agriculture from agricultural
extension officers. 2) Most of soil type was clay and applied organic or com pose fertilizers. Their problem s were
indicated at highest level such as insufficient water for farm ing and no-processing of farm products, however
the least problem s were bio-substance utilization. 3) They had good knowledge and always performed in
accordance with new theory agriculture principle in all aspects. 4) They needed knowledge at high level such
as production process, farming area managem ent, and product managem ent. Furtherm ore 5) guideline for an
extension of sustainable new theory agriculture consisted of knowledge sharing, group form ing, and welfare
management. The government agencies should have integrated plan, budget, public relations, evaluation and
activity selection as appropriate to the farm ing area.

New New theory agriculture principle, Agricultural extension, Integrated farming theory

Keywords :

agriculture, Agricultural extension, Integrated farming
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