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Thesis title: Factors Influencing Indebtedness of Worker’s Families in Laem Chabang Industrial Estate, Chon Buri
Province
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(3) Dr. Supamas Aungsuchoti, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2007

ABSTRACT

This research was a descriptive research with the purposes to stmudy (1) indebtedness conditions of
worker's families in Laem Chabang Industrial Estate, Chon Buri Province; and (2) factors influencing indebtedness of
worker's families in Laem Chabang Industrial Estate, Chon Buri Province.

The research sampte consisted of 399 families of daily-employed and monthly-employed workers in
Laem Chabang Industrial Estate, Chon Buri Province, obtained by multi-stage sampling. The sample size was
calculated based on Taro Yamane's formula at the .05 significance level. The data collecting instrument was a
questionnaire which had undergone experts’ verification of validity and try-out for reliability, with the obtained
Cronbach's alpha coefficient of 0.87. The researcher collected rescarch data by sending out and receiving back the
questionnaires by herself through coordination with the managers of the factories in the sample. Research data were
analyzed with the use of a computer program to czlculate the percentage, mean, standard deviation, correlation
coefTicient, and multiple regression analysis.

Research findings showed that (1) of the total number of worker’s families in the sample, 81.9 percent
were in debt, while only 18.1 percent were debt-free; the averaged debt of worker’s families amounted to 207,795.99
baht, with the largest group of families having debts of more than 5,000 baht; the most frequently mentioned source of
debt was the bank (49.40 percent); and the most frequently mentioned cause of indebtedness was the need to have
money for daily expenses (37.2 percent), followed by expenses on house building (32.2 percent), and buying a car (20.6
percent), respectively; (2) as for factors influencing indebtedness, it was found that the averaged monthly income of the
worker's families was 22,865.87 baht; the averaged monthly expense of the family was 15,673.64 baht; the families
using credit cards outnumbered those not using credit cards; of those families using credit cards, the majority had only
one credit card; the most frequently mentioned reasen for using credit cards was that they enabled the user to buy
merchandise first and pay later; the majority of families could pay back the amount collected in each month; the families
were found to practice on monthly expense planning at the low level; they lived zccording to the sufficiency ecenomy
principles at the moderate level; families with dependency rate outnumbered those without dependency rate, with the
most frequently mentioned dependency rate being persons over 60 years old; and (3) factors influencing indebtedness
that could be combined to predict indebtedness of the worker’s families at the .05 significance level were spending

ihrough credit cards, family income, and family expenses, with the combined predictability of 14 percent (R = .141).

Keywords: Family indebtedness, Lacm Chabang Industrial Estate, Chon Buri
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