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Abstract

The objectives of this independent study were 1) to study the mediation
of village committees in a case study of Yang Chum Noi District, Sisaket Province,
2) to study the politics of the mediation of village committees in a case study of
Yang Chum Noi District, Sisaket Province, and 3) to suggest solutions for the politics
of the mediation of village'committees in a case study of Yang Chum Noi District,
Sisaket Province.

This independent study was qualitative research that incorporated a
purposive sampling of key informants consisting of village committees, former
disputants, and local people, totaling 15 people. Data was collected through a
literature review and in-depth interviews, and then the data was analyzed using
descriptive data analysis.

This study found that 1) the mediation of village committees complied
with the regulations of the Ministry of Interior pertaining to the conciliation of the
village committee of B.E. 2530. It is convenient and beneficial to the people, and
capable of resolving local disputes. 2) The politics of mediation village committees
had two dimensions: 2.1) Patronage system: The village committees came from
the village headman, assistant village headman, local government organization
members, village leaders of various groups, etc. They required their patrons to
support their votes so that they could work as canvassers for politicians at all
levels. As a result, it provided assistance when disputes arose in the village and

was also capable of conciliation for the advantage of the receiving group. 2.2)



Influential people : The village committees often hold other positions or act as
representatives of government networks in the area, possessing significant social
status and wealth or having a relative in a high government position. When
relatives have disputes, it leads to comradery. They may use their power and
influence in their official capacity to coerce one party into conceding to the other,
resulting in unfairness in mediation. 3) The solutions to village committee
mediation included the following: 3.1) Amend regulations to allow disputing
parties to select village committees to mediate their dispute. 3.2) The Provincial
and District Administration Departments should provide training and knowledge to
all village committees. 3.3) Implement training programs on dispute mediation

skills for all village committees.

Keywords : Mediation, Patronage System, Influential Person, Village Committees

and Sisaket Province
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