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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1) to identify the factors supporting the political power
base of Dr. Surawit Konsomboon in Chaiyaphum Province, (2) to study the methods of building the
political power base of Dr. Surawit Konsomboon in Chaiyaphum Province, and (3) to study the maintaining
of the political power base of Dr. Surawit Konsomboon in Chaiyaphum Province.

This study was qualitative research with a purposive sampling of seven groups of
participants: politicians and local political groups, business groups, political competitors, general
government officials, village heads and local leaders, and the public—27 samplings in total. The research
tool was an interview form, and the data was analyzed using descriptive analysis.

The study found that (1) the factors supporting the political power base of Dr. Surawit
Konsomboon consisted of four key factors: 1) Personality, knowledge, and skills, including education, work
experience, and personal traits that were well-liked by the local people, 2) Financial support from the
political party for election campaigns, 3) Support from family, relatives; the political party, local
politicians, government officials, and the local people, who assist with campaigning and disseminating
information during fieldwork and 4) The potential of political competitors in the area, where being
affiliated with a large political party with clear policies influences votes in the region. (2) Methods of
building a political power base included four approaches: 1) Building relationships with-the masses, such
as with community leaders, village health volunteers, and the elderly, 2) Using:a patronage system, which
involves providing benefits to the local community, securing budgets for the area, and bringing
development to the locality, 3) Leveraging the influence of local leaders and government officials to
coordinate budget requests that exceed the capacity of local administrative organizations and help push
those budgets into the area and 4) Using political party policies to bring development to the locality and
people, especially by affiliating with popular political parties in the area, such as the Thai Rak Thai Party.
(3) Methods of maintaining a political power base include four approaches: 1) Maintaining relationships
between leaders and the masses, 2) Expanding the network of supporters, 3) Allocating benefits by
focusing on development in large districts with significant populations and economic and 4) Assisting,
supporting, and providing patronage to local people, government officials, local politicians, and local

leaders to solve various problems.

Keywords : Power base, Building a power base, Maintaining a power base, Chaiyaphum

Province, Pheu Thai Party
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