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Abstract

The objectives of this study were; 1) to study the role of Wat Rong Khun which
is known as the White Temple on local politics in the area where it is situated in
Paodonchai Subdistrict Municipality, Mueang District, Chiang Rai Province. Secondly, 2) to
study the impact of Wat Rong Khun on the aforementioned subdistrict municipality.

This study is is qualitative gathering data by using the In-depth Interview from
an important individuals selected to participate in this research such as: local politicians in
Paodonchai Subdistrict Municipality, Mueang District, Chiang Rai Province, local people and
the shops that situated at surrounding areas of the temple, representatives of Wat Rong
Khun, and academician by selecting a specific sample group-(Purposive Sampling) were 5 of
local politicians, 20 representatives of shops and local people surrounding the temple, 1
representative of Wat Rong Khun, and 2 academicians.

The study found that Wat Rong Khun-has played vital roles in ‘influencing the
local politics both.directly.and indirectly as follows: the direct functions are providing
advice, guidance, and-the role as'a consultant, social contributions, creating jobs to locals,
and role in the field of tourism. On the other hand, the indirect functions included raising
good morale awareness to the local community, the human resources management, and
selecting the local politicians. The foregoing-roles has the direct impact to the local
politicians in terms of the public policies administration, establish the tourism policy,
managerial consultation and recommendation, and guidance on arts. This has also affected
indirectly on the political competition and the selection of political leadersGiven the fact
that Wat Rong Khun is the centre of local municipality in various aspects such as the
development, economic, tourism, and it is the embodiment of the hearts of local people
in Paodonchai Subdistrict Municipality. Therefore, Wat Rong Khun, therefore, has played an

important role in society with significant political effect on local politics.

Keywords : White temple, Local Politics
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6.2 9AUIZNOUVINTNBNTE? (Components of Tourism)
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