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Abstract

This research study aims to investigate 1) the issue of plastic waste overflow
in Kantang Municipality, Kantang District, Trang Province 2) the participation of the
public in solving the plastic waste overflow. problem in Kantang Municipality,
Kantang District, Trang Province 3) the factors contributing to the success of public
participation in solving the plastic waste overflow problem in Kantang Municipality,
Kantang District, Trang Province.

This research is qualitative in nature.The population consists of three
groups: 1) the Mayor of Kantang, the Director of the Public Health and Environment
Division, and the Director of the Engineering Division; 2) the Chairman of the Forestry
Community, the Chairman of the Public Health Volunteers, and the Community
Health Volunteers in Thon; 3)the participating citizens.A purposive sampling method
was used to select a total of 12 individuals.

The research instruments included document collection, interviews, and
descriptive 'data analysis. Research findings reveal that 1) the issue of plastic waste
overflowing in the municipality of Kantang, Kantang District Trang Province is
experiencing 1.1) an increase in the number of hidden populations and foreign
workers, 1.2) consumer behavior where people prefer to use online shopping and
food delivery services during the COVID-19 pandemic, and 1.3) a lack of knowledge
and understanding ‘among “the residents of Kantang Municipality about waste
segregation before disposal. 2)The participation of the public in solving the plastic
waste problem.in Kantang Municipality, Kantang District, Trang Province consists of
4 steps: 2.1)Participation in decision-making, allowing the public to take part in
initiating and solving project problems, including decision-making during project
implementation. 2.2)Participation in operations, where the public engages in joint
activities with the government and the community.2.3) Participation in benefits,
where the public gains knowledge and understanding from waste segregation,
leading to increased household income. 2.4)Participation in evaluation, where the
public collectively evaluates past projects and exchanges opinions on project
implementation3) Factors for the success of public participation in solving the
problem of plastic waste in the city of Kantang Municipality, Kantang District, Trang
Province, include three factors: 3.1) Source: Raising public awareness to separate
waste at the source. 3.2) Midway: Having an efficient waste collection system to
transport waste to disposal sites. 3.3) End: Properly disposing of waste according to
scientific principles, such as landfilling and incineration.

Keywords : Participation, plastic waste, Public sector, Kantang Municipality
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