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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to examine knowledge and methods of classification citizenship
using identification card number. 2) to investigate the impact on civil rights related to the first digit of the
identification card number.

The study used qualitative research method. Information were collected from historical documents
related to citizens and people in Siam, previous thesis and research related to civil rights, and in-depth
interviews. The result of this research is presented as descriptive analysis.

The Study found that 1) the National ID card number is linked to the power to define and classify
citizenship. The rationale behind ‘subordinate class’ ideology in the traditional state classifies citizens through
social status was to divide them into classes by tattooing numbers on citizens' bodies, so as to physically
distinguish citizens from commoners.and slaves, making it easy for the state to monitor the subordinate class
in Siam.

There was the development of the concept of classifying citizens until the era of Field Marshal Por
Phibulsongkram when the-threatening and expanding of communist ideology. Which consequences in the
installation of Thainess among Thai citizens, to create the qualification and standard. of ‘Thainess. Then the
national identification numbers. were used to-identifycitizens and citizenship. The National ID number is
the power of the state. It is the concept of the modern state in surveillance of citizens. It'is a tool of the state
to govern the people of the country.as well as. to govern the citizens to-contribute to the state’s goals, such
as economic and political progress, paying taxes. 2) The state classifies its citizens by using the first digit of
The National ID number. The first digit of the national ID card number refers.and affects to their civil rights, those
who has 1,2,3,4,5 as the first digit is Thai citizens which have all the rights and welfare provided by
the constitution. Those who have 6,7 as the first digit are considered alien (foreigners). They are not eligible for
educational rights, healthcare welfare, and if needed—they might purchase their own health insurance.
The aliens are not allowed to have election right, and cannot participate in the welfare system provided for
Thai citizens. And those whose the first digit started with 8 could earn all the rights and welfare provided by

the constitution after finish the naturalization process and become Thai citizens.

Keywords : citizen, authority, identification card, identification card number, the first digit of

national identification card number,
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Identification Number

N mmmﬂsmwmn National ID Card
,& 3 6607, 00705 12 0
-
-

dedud 3 W, 2519
Dato of Birth 3 Apr. 1976
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