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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to (1) analyze the system or policy of
Government allocation of agricultural land.in relation to its appropriateness within the
context of the Khamu community in Hin Tum village, Ban Rai District, Uthai Thani
Province; and (2 ) study the impact of the government's agricultural land allocation
system or policy on the ethnic identity and political identity of the Khamu in Hin Tum
village, Ban Rai District, Uthai Thani Province.

The study employed- qualitative- research method. The key informants
consisted of 24 members of the Khamu residing in. the areas of Hin Tum village, Huay
Pah Pok village (Ee Lhup) and Huay Nam Tam Takheo village (Ee Lhup Nuea) and 3
government officials.

The study found that (1) the government's land allocation policy was
unsuitable for the context-of the Khmu in Hin Tum village, Ban Rai District, Uthai Thani
Province. The allocated land was.insufficient for their livelihoods, moreover the Khmu
people were not involved in the operation plan and the policy-making process. As such
they are not made to-meet with their. community's context. This led to the issues of
livelihood insecurity, insufficient water resource management, and inadequate assistance
with wildlife encroachment. Consequently, the community had-todeal with the issues by
itself. Furthermore, there was a lack of cooperation between the state and the
community due to resource allocation conflicts and communication breakdowns. The
Khmu community did not fully understand or engage with state policies, leading to non-
participation. (2) The study also found that the discourse of "hill tribes practicing shifting
cultivation" was outdated. With globalization, and the decreasing household and
community income has resulted in labor migration. Therefore it is likely that ethnic

identity would cease existence, as it risked being absorbed into urban society.

Keywords : The land allocation, the Khamu, Group Ethnic Identity
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