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Thesis title:  Expected and Actual Roles of Parents as Perceived by the Fourth Level Students under the Office
of the Basic Education Commission in Udon Thani Province

Researcher: Mrs. Romyanee Burutpakdee; Degree: Master éf Home Economics (Family and Social

Development); Thesis advisors: (1) Poonsiri Watjanapoom, Associate Professor; (2) Dr. Chittinun

Tejagupta, Associate Professor; (3) Dr. Supamas Angsuchoti, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2007

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to: (1) study the expected roles of parents as perceived by’
the Fourth Level students; (2) study the actual roles of parents as perceived by the Fourth Level students;
and (3) compare the expected and actual roles of parents as perceived by the Fourth Level students.

The research sample consisted of 394 Fourth Level students under the Office of the Basic
Education Commission in Udon Thani Province. The research instrument was an open-ended questionnaire
developed by the researcher. Statistics employed for data analysis of quantitative data were the frequency
and percentage; while the qualitative data were analyzed with content analysis.

Research findings indicated that (1) the expected roles of parents as perceived by the Fourth
Level students were that they expected parents to bring them up with love, warmth, and attention; parents
should take good care and provide intimate advices for them with ample time to do activities together;
parents should have good understanding of their children, love them equaily, and be unbiased; when
problems occur, parent should not ignore or evade them, but they should conscle and give moral supports to
their children; parents should be good persons, eamn their living with honest occupations and be industrious
in their occupation; and parent should be a good model for others; (2) as for the actual roles of parents as
petceived by the Fourth Level students, the majority of students perceived that the actual roles of parents
were in accordance with their expected roles, but some students had opinions that their father seldom
showed affection to them by being so indifferent to them that they could not figure out whether or not their
father love them; on the other hand, their mother showed so much love and care for them that they felt
uncomfortable; some students had opinions that their parents did not love their children equally, and did not
give counseling advices; some fathers were not responsible for their family, were licentious, smoke
cigarettes, and were alcohol drinkers; while some mothers spent money extravagantly and scolded their
children often; and (3) results of comparison between the expected and actual reles of parent showed that
the expected and actual roles of the father were in accord by 79.19 percent while those of the mother were

in accord by 79.88 percent.

Keywords: Parent roles, Fourth Level student, Udon Thani Province
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