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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) basic socio-economic
conditions of farmers, (2) situations and problems of manila tamarind production
regarding production process, post-harvest practices, and marking, (3) the practices of
farmers based on Good Agricultural Practice (GAP) standard, and (4) guidelines
regarding an extension of manila tamarind production based on GAP.

The population of this research consisted of 128 farmers in Non Sung
District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province who registered as manila tamarind producers
for the year of 2021/2022. The data were collected from all population by using a
questionnaire and analyzed to determine frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, minimum and maximum values.

The research results were found that (1) the majority of respondents were
female with an average age of 56.52 years, mostly finished primary education, and
had an average of 3.45 family members. They had an average 7.80 years of
experience in manila tamarind production. An average manila tamarind production
area of 3.51 Rai (1 Rai = 1,600 square meters) could produce an average income of
36,593.64 baht per Rai while the average expense was 5,709.70 baht per Rai.. Most
of the farmers received information of manila tamarind production from agricultural
extensionists. (2) The plantation was single crop in flat area, loamy soil with 8 x 8
spacing and using Pet Non Thai Manila Tamarind stems. They used chemical
fertilizer formulas of 15-15-15 and 8-24-24, applied watering through pipe and hose.
They found some insect outbreaks such as aphid, mealybug, lychee piercing worm,
beetle and applied chemical insecticide. They harvested in the stage of fruit peel
changing from green to pink colors during December to March each year. The
average yield was 684.44 kilograms per Rai. They sold the produce to local purchaser
or retailer without negotiation. The price was 53.32 baht per kilogram. (3) The
farmers performed GAP in most aspects, except recording, pest-free safety, quality
management of production process before harvesting, harvesting, and post-harvesting.
(4) In overall, the farmers agreed with the extension guideline of manila tamarind
production based on GAP at high level in all aspects, such as GAP of manila tamarind
production; the extension via personal, group, and mass methods; service and support
by the government agency.

Keywords: Manila tamarind production, Agricultural extension, Good Agricultural
Practice
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