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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to analyze the Buddhist Dhamma
medicine volunteer network members' 1) basic personal, social, and economic
conditions; 2) knowledge and knowledge resources about non-toxic farming; 3)
opinions and satisfaction toward non-toxic farming; 4) non-toxic farming; and 5)
problems, suggestions, and extension guidelines in non-toxic farming.

The population in this research was 500 members of the Buddhist
Dhamma medicine volunteer network of Thailand in 2021. The sample size of 145
people was determined by using the Taro Yamane formula with an error value of
0.07 through a simple random sampling method by lotto picking. A sample of 12
people was selected from members of the Buddhist Dhamma medicine volunteer
network for a purposive sampling method for a focus group. Data sets were collected
by using questionnaires and focus groups. Statistics applied for data analysis were
frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard deviation,
ranking, internal factor analysis, and external factor analysis of the organization.

The results of the research revealed that 1) members of the Buddhist
Dhamma medicine volunteer network had an average age of 54.65 years old. Most
of them graduated with bachelor’s degrees or higher, held no social position,
performed non-toxic farming to reduce food expenses by 2,181.86 Baht/year on
average, and reduced the average expenses by an average of 1,575.19 Baht/year; 2)
Knowledge about non-toxic farming of members of Buddhist Dhamma medicine
volunteer network was at a high level and knowledge resources received from mass
media and online media were at the highest level, 3) They had the highest opinions
and the highest satisfaction about the extension of non-toxic farming, especially in
the aspect of experience exchange related to non-toxic farming; 4) More than 90% of
the members practiced non-toxic farming. The aspect that they practiced less than
other aspects was the water storage creation and fertile seed checking; and 5) Most
members only had slight problems, and the main issue was the lack of land
ownership. Their top suggestion was organize non-toxic farming group activity.
Extension guidelines in non-toxic farming of members of the Buddhist Dhamma
medicine volunteer network were the integration of non-toxic farming with health
and Dhamma principles, the development of media extension form for non-toxic
farming to be more easily accessible, the support of non-toxic farming group
formation, and the extension on participative moral marketing.

Keywords: Agricultural extension, Non-toxic farming , Buddhist Dhamma Medicine
Volunteer Network
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