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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) socio-economic factors (2) role
operations (3) problems and recommendations regarding the role operations of sub-district
soil improvement volunteers in Chiang Rai Province.

Population in this study was a number of 123 soil improvement volunteers in 18
districts of Chiang Rai Province in the year 2011. Instrument for collecting data was
interview. Data analysis by computer program and statistics employed included frequency,
percentage, mean, minimum value, maximum value and standard deviation.

Research findings were as follows. (1) Most of the soil improvement volunteers
were male and completed primary education. The average number in their family and
agricultural labor in their family were 3.94 persons and 3.11 persons respectively. They also
held a position as agricultural leader, customer of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives. In terms of agricultural loan source for agricultural activities, the average of
their loan was 113,206.15 Baht/person. Their occupation was farmer with the average entire
planting area 23.56 rai. They applied to be sub-district soil improvement volunteers by
themselves. Their average operation duration was 8.97 years with their own motorcycles.
They obtained knowledge on soil improvement from manual and agricultural extension
agents. Every soil improvement volunteer was able to give accurate answers on the following
topics i.e. herbal fermented enzyme liquid to prevent insects together used with Microbial
Activator LDD 7 and planting vetiver grass to prevent soil erosion. The sub-district soil
improvement volunteers agreed with role operations of staff or station and community.

(2) In overall, the sub-district soil improvement volunteers followed their role operations

3 times, each aspect of 7 aspects such as coordination and public relations, collection of
problems/information/needs, knowledge transfer and development of technology, follow-up
established agricultural groups, serving as core network, report of work achievement and
workshop seminars ; except for role operations 2 times in follow-up assigned work.

The sub-district soil improvement volunteers provided services to check and analyze soil
along with advice on soil solution as well as advice how to make use of soil in growing
appropriate plants to target individuals numbering 136.12 persons, 115.78 persons and 311.10
persons respectively. (3) The sub-district soil improvement volunteers’ problems in their
role operations was medium level both overall and the mentioned 7 aspects except for low
level in the report of work achievement. They suggested organizing a training to keep them
knowledgeable and be more understanding, encourage them to be more active with activities
in their role operations, promote the public relations via radio programs, specific clinic
activity, support groups’ activities as well as adjust the report form more simple to fill out.

Keywords: Role Operations, Sub-District Soil Improvement Volunteers, Chiang Rai
Province
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