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Abstract

This independent study aimed to (1) study ideas, theories, and
characteristics of tax cases, criminal prosecution process, and legal authorities
of Revenue Department to proceed criminal tax cases,(2) study the judicial
process in investigating criminal tax cases in Thailand and United State of
America comparatively,(3) analyze the problems regarding legal power of
Revenue Department and criminal justice process of administration in
Investigating criminal tax cases, and (4) propose the resolution to problems on
process of investigation prior to litigation of criminal tax cases stated by the
Revenue Code.

This independent study is documentary research, conducted by
studying the relevant statutes, namely the Criminal Procedure Code, the
Revenue Code, the Excise Act B.E. 2560 and the Customs Act B.E. 2560.
Other appropriate rules, regulations, books, articles, academic papers, theses,
foreign laws, and electronic information are also included in this study.

The study showed that (1) unlike the general criminal prosecution,
the criminal prosecution of criminal tax cases does not have the punishment
objective and the criminal sanction of tax crimes is only a measure to prevent
repeated tax crimes and maintain public order, (2) in the Thai criminal justice
process of tax cases, inquiry officials hold the investigating authority, whereas
in the US, the Internal Revenue Service has the power to investigate criminal
tax cases, (3) tax authorities do not have the power to arrest tax offenders and
investigate criminal tax cases stated by the Revenue Code, which lead to the
delay of cases, inefficiency of investigation, and inability to sentence offenders
in some cases, and (4) to resolve these problems, the law on proceeding
criminal justice process of criminal tax cases by tax authorities should be
specifically drafted and propose to amend the limitations in applicable laws and
regulate the power for tax authorities to proceed criminal tax cases stated by
Revenue Code, which includes the power to arrest tax offenders, the power to
investigate criminal tax cases and the power to oppose non-prosecution order
of public prosecutors.

Keywords : Empowering officers of Revenue Department, Criminal Tax Case,
Investigation of Criminal case
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