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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) socio-economic factors
(2) operational participation (3) problems and suggestion for the operational
participation by community enterprise members in Mueang District of Lamphun
Province whose potentials have been evaluated at high and medium level.

Population for this study comprised 129 high-potentials groups numbering
1,945 persons, 89 medium-potentials groups numbering 1,093 persons and sample
groups numbering 147 persons by simple random sampling. High level numbered 94
persons and medium level numbered 53 persons. Data collection instrument was an
interview form. The statistical methodology employed were frequency, minimum
value, maximum value and standard deviation.

The following were research findings. (1) The average age of community
enterprise members whose potentials have been rated at high level was 45.78 years.
Their main occupation was farmer. Most of them completed primary education. Their
average membership period was 4.13 years and holding social positions. The average
age of community enterprise members whose potentials have been rated at medium
level was 48.21 years. They completed primary education with the average
membership period was 4.40 years and holding social position. Their main
occupation was farmer. (2) Both community enterprise members of high and
medium potentials showed their operational participation in 4 aspects namely
planning, operation, benefit and evaluation at high and low level respectively.

(3) The community enterprise members of high and medium potentials reflected their
problems in operational participation at medium and high level respectively. They
suggested the public sector to emphasis upon the significance of network, group
evaluation, organizing study visits and workshop trainings to provide members with
useful knowledge as well as publicize information throughout the area.

Keywords: Participation, Community Enterprise Members, Lamphun Province
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