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Abstract

This research aimed to study 1) social and economic status of members of the
community rice center, 2) basic knowledge of rice seed production process, 3) knowledge perception
on the knowledge of rice seed production, 4) factors related to the strength of the community rice
center, and 5) problems and suggestions of the community rice center operations.

The study population consisted of 201 members of the Community Rice Center, Roi-Et
Province. The samples were randomly selected from the district that has been awarded as the best
community rice member in Thailand including Moei Wadi District, Rot Et Province which has 4
community rice centers: one center awarded as the best community rice center with 33 members, and
three centers that have not been awarded 64 members. A total number of members was 97. Data were
collected from every population using interview form. Frequency, percentage, minimum, maximum,
mean, standard deviation and multiple regression analysis were used to analyze the data.

The study indicated that 1) Basic social and economic status: Most of the members of the
awarded community rice center were male (57.6%) with the average age of 53.09 years, graduated
junior high school (45.5%), average years of experience in rice farming was 39.58 years, average years
of experience in the seed production was 31.58 years, average area of cultivation was 25.94 Rai,
average area of rice seed production was 23.39 Rai and average agricultural income per Rai was
2,943.19 Baht. Average income was 92,046.06 baht per year. Average rice production cost was
5,191.82 baht per rai. Most of the members of the non-awarded community rice centers were male
(62.5%) with the average age of 54.53 years (45.5%), graduated primary school (45.5%), average
years of experience in rice farming was 30.12 years, average years of experience in the seed production
was 13.58 years, average area of cultivation was 17.05 Rai, average area of rice seed production was
6.25 Rai and average agricultural income per Rai was 2,964.65 Baht. The average income was
69,773.75 baht per year. Average rice production cost was 22,659.38 baht per rai. 2) Basic knowledge
of rice seed production process: 57.6% of the members of the awarded community rice center had the
knowledge of seed production process in the highest level, followed by 42.4% of them having the
knowledge of seed production process in high level. 54.7% of the members of the non-awarded
community rice centers had the knowledge of seed production process in the intermediate level,
followed by 35.9% of them having the knowledge of seed production process in high level. Knowledge
perception on the knowledge of rice seed production: the members of the awarded community rice
center have been mostly educated through group communication and least educated through
information technology media. The members of the non-awarded community rice centers have been
mostly educated through a group communication and least educated through information technology
media. 4) Factors related to the strength of the community rice center were experience in rice farming.
Experience in rice seed production. The total area of agricultural holdings is 2017/18. The yield of rice
seeds in the year 2017 and the number of farmers receiving the communication at the significance 0.05
level, it was found that the total area of agricultural holdings was the greatest effect on the strength of
the community rice center. Secondary was the number of farmers receiving communication, experience
in rice seed production and the yield respectively 5) Problems and suggestions of the community rice
center operations: it was found that all the members of the warded community rice center had no
problem problems in the community rice center operations while 68.8% of the members of the non-
warded community rice center has problem of the community rice center’s management, followed by
64.1% did not participate the activity. It is suggested that all the members should cooperate in
organizing activities of the community rice center and member qualifications should be defined.

Keywords: Factors Affecting the Strength, Community Rice Center, Roi Et Province
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