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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) basic personal, economic,
and social conditions of farmers (2) knowledge of farmers regarding food security (3)
opinions towards food security (4) extension conditions and needs for food security
(5) problems and suggestions about food security extension of the community.

The population of this study was 863 farmers who registered as farmer in
the year 2017/2018 and. The sample size of 274 people was determined by using Taro
Yamane formula at the error value of 0.05 from simple random sampling method. The
tool used in this study was interviews. Statistics employed was frequency, percentage,
minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard deviation, and ranking.

The results of the research showed that (1) 63.1% of farmers were female
with the average age of 53 years. 74.1% completed primary school education level.
The average labors in the household were 3 people with the average household
income of 136,110.22 Baht per year. The average household expenses per year were
98,156.20 Baht. (2) Farmers had knowledge about food security at the moderate to
high level with the highest number of farmers at 97.4% knew about the aspect of
forest, soil, and water resources preservation as the building blocks to create food
security within the community. The least number of farmers at 6.9% equipped with
the knowledge regarding various types of plants that maybe energy crop rather than
food crop leading to less food security within the household. (3) Farmers expressed
their opinion in the overall food security during 2008-2018 at the moderate level
which was different from current year, 2019 that food security was at the high level in
4 dimensions such as food sufficiency, food accessibility, the utilization from food,
and food stability. (4) Farmers wanted to receive the knowledge in food security at
the moderate level. Farmers received personal, group, and mass extension and the
usage of information technology at the moderate level. They wanted to received
personal, group, and mass extension and the usage of information technology at the
high level (5) Farmers faced with the problem of food security on the aspects of
knowledge regarding food security, extension channel, and agriculture at the low
level. Suggestions would be to promote the knowledge about energy crop, food crop,
hygiene and health care, and safety food production. They also wanted to receive the
extension on food crop production, the networking of food production resources
between communities, the personal and group extension by providing
demonstration/learning crops, and practical trainings.

Keywords: Extension, food security, Ko Rang sub-district, Chai Badan district ,
Lop Buri province
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