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Abstract

Objectives of this study are including: Were to study (1) The general social life
and economic conditions of farmers in the Nongyai district; (2) The cultivation of cassava
farmers in Nongyai district; (3) The problems and suggestions for cassava farmers in Nongyai
district.

Research methods: From a total of 1321, registered cassava farmers in Nongyai
district, were selected randomly. Tools use 307 to collect the data were interview, analysis of
frequency, percentage, average, maximum and minimum standard deviation.

The results showed that : (1) the majority of cassava farmers in Nongyai district
are male, an average of 47.73 years old, mostly are married and have finished elementary
level education. The average household size is 3.93 people, with an average of 10.93 years
experience in cassava cultivation. Information and knowledge sources are from neighbors and
local leader. The average agricultural area was 36.5 rai. Investment was from both private
capital and government loans. The average labor was 3.91 workers. (2) Most cassava farmers
prepare the soil by plowing the surface and leaving it for one week, in order to destroy weeds
as well as for soil refreshment, then prepare the two row soil or double groove. Each row’s
width is 1 meter. 59.3 percent used Huay Bong 60 cassava type with reserve to be used in the
next season. Most rely on manual labor for cultivating cassava and use chemical fertilizer
formula 15-15-15 with an average rate of fertilizer usage of 51.25 kg per rai. Cereal aphid is a
major pest in cassava plantations and frequently found diseases are rotten head or rotten root
disease. The average harvesting period was 11.62 months for most species. The average
production of cassava was 4.284 tons per rai, and the percentage of flour products is 26.3062
%, the average cost of processing cassava was 2,384.04 baht per rai, and the average income-
yield from sales was 7,074.26 baht per rai, mostly sold to Nongyai’s local cassava dealer. (3)
Problems from weeds were severe serious, and a minor problem is aphids. In order to destroy
aphids, 58.3 % of farmers use chemicals that soak cassava plants to prevent aphids from 71 %
of each project, problems from high petrol price and fertilizer use as well as labour costs are
extremely crucial. Most farmers suggested encouraging government to guarantee a fair price
for cassava products in order to guard against product price decline.

Conclusions/Suggestions: Most farmers did not the increase products
technology. The results are not in accordance with the defined project. Research should be
selected and demonstrated in area, and should be studied forms of motivate the farmers to
follow this technology.

Keywords: Growing Cassava, Nongyai District, Chonburi Province
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